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E pichoregeo

As was noticed in a previous
article, many of the words in our
Greek New Testament have either
had their origin in the Greek thea-
ter, or were decidedly influenced
by it. Such is the case with the
wordtranslated "add" or "supply"
in 2 Peter 1:5-7, "Add to your
faith virtue, and to virtue know-
ledge; and to knowledge temper-
ance patience: and to patience god-
liness; and to godliness brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly kind-
ness charity . "

The word here translated "add"
or "supply" comes from a Greek
word which originally meant to
"lead the chorus" in a Greek play.
But in the course of Greek history
the State came to require the
wealthier citizens to pay the ex-
penses of outfitting, training, etc.
of the chorus andthe word used for
such is the word that is here trans-
lated ADD or SUPPLY. These
wealthy people did not look upon
such as a burden nor as a tax on
their wealth. Rather they took de-
light in being chosen, even to the
point of volunteering. And they
did not see how little a sum of mon-
ey they could get by with either.
Instead, they spent lavishly to out-
fit the chorus. It was the glory of
Athenian citizenship to be so chos-
en. Thus the word came to mean
"to supply generously".

WHAT A LESSON FOR US! We
should not look upon the demands
which God makes on us as bur-
dens to be borne, as duties to be

grudgingly engaged in, nor as de-
privation of the things that are
ours. We should not see how LIT-
TLE we can do and get by with it,
nor should we ask "Have I just
GOT to do this or that". Rather
let us seek how MUCH knowledge
we can supply. Let us see how
LAVISH we can be in adding vir-
tue; let's NOT BE STINGY in our
supply of brotherly love. Let's
be like those who "supplied the
chorus", generous, willing, and
lavish. The true service of God is
not a "get by" service, rather it
is wholehearted, generous, thanks-
giving on our part in gratitude for
what He has generously given to
us.
545 Midfield Street
Birmingham, AL 35228
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Editor's Desk

EDWARD 0. BRAGWELL, SR.

"One Thing

I Do Know"

"Whether He is a sinner, I do
not know; one thing I do know,
that , whereas I was blind, now I
see". — John 9:25 NASV.
One does not have to know all about

a matter to be sure about some
things. The formerly blind man
admitted that he might not know all
about Jesus but still declared "one
thing I do know. " Ignorance on a
subject does not have to cancel out
knowledge. The idea that since
one cannot supply ALL the answ-
ers a critic might raise, he must
not be definite about ANY answers
is foolish and spiritually fatal.

I am not embarrassed in admit-
ting that there is a lot about God I
do not know. I would like to find
the answers to many questions of-
ten raised. But, based on the evi-
dence, I do believe in God. I know
that I must respect and obey Him.
The fact that one might raise some
questions about His nature and
mind that I cannot satisfactorily
answer does not keep me from con-
fidently affirming what I do know
about Him.

Must one wait until he has all the
answers worked out before forming
definite conclusions and convict-

ions about some of the answers?
Must the first grader wait until he
has mastered algebra before he
can be sure that simple arithemetic
is dependable? Must a writer wait
until he can spell every word in
the dictionary before defending his
spelling of any word?

Friend, if one can give evidence
that your definite conclusions about
a matter is in error-- be man
enough to change your conclusions !
But do not allow a perpetual quest-
ioner to shake your faith in your
convictions simply because he
raises some questions you cannot
answer yet!

There are some questions about
baptism that I have not solved
But, "one thing I do know": God
commanded it in order to be saved
or "for the remission of sins" (Mk.
16:16; Acts 2:38; Acts 22: 16 ).
Why did God choose to save in this
way? I do not know. Why did he
choose water as the element? I do

not know. But, this does not keep
me from confidently preach in g
that "baptism doth also now save
us" (I Pet. 3:21). It would be ter
rible for me me to reason that
since I cannot supply all the ans-
wers that I will simply ignore the
subject and leave it to each per-
son to "do his own thing" without
any prodding from me.

Whom should a Christian in-
clude in his fellowship? This is a
lively topic these days. Most bre-
thren with whom I have talked ad-
mit problems with the matter.
Since there are some unsolved
problems in the minds of many of
us--should we then just solve all
the unsolved problems by simply
letting the gap down and fellow-
shipping every professed believer
in the lordship of Christ. Some
apparently think so. Certain
young turks, encouraged by a few
older perenial mavericks, a r e
reasoning thusly: "Can we say that
we know (understand) everything
the Bible might say?" Of course,
only a rank egotist would answer
affirmatively! "Ah,ha", reasons
the querist, "Then how can we be
so sure about those things that we
make a test of fellowship"? I be-
lieve this reasoning is rooted in
despair and agnosticism so char-
acteristic of this age. It has be-
come fashionable to be a "don't-
know-it-all" intellectual. About
the only thing these folks know
is that we can't know anything for
sure! The. Bible surely teaches
that there are lines of fellowship
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EDITOR'S DESK

to he drawn! (I Cor. 5; 2 Thess.
3; Rom. 16:17, 18; Gal. 2:4, 5; 2

John 9). The circle is not large
enough to include all who profess
acceptance of the lordship of
Christ. The fact that I may be im-
perfect in knowledge and applica -
tion on the fellowship matter does
not keep me from trying to apply
the principles that I do know. The
fact I do not know ALL does not
mean that I know NOTHING. My
ig-norance and wealmess may cause
me to he inconsistent at times, but
I must try!

The fact that I am unable to know
the exact moment that a child be-
comes a^countable does not keep
me from baptizing young people--
nor does it keel) me from refusing
to baptize babies or children who
are obviously too young! If I wait
until I can say for sure the "exact
moment" that one passes from an

WOULD NATURE
MAKE THIS MISTAKE?
the evolutionist says it did
Talk about faith — he's got it! Getting
corn from a banana is nothing. He gets
everything by starting with one cell and
changing species millions of times. We
even got our animals from the same one
cell beginning — you do believe that,
don't you? After all, we do want to be
rational and scientific. — Jere E. Frost

"improper subject" to "proper
subject" of baptism to act then I
would probably never act. I might
reason that since I cannot know
EXACTLY when each person be-
comes accountable that I simply
will not baptize anyone or that I
will baptize everyone coming
or brought to me for baptism.
Surely no thinking brother would
recommend either course. Yet,
some brethren would try to tie our
hands similarily on other subjects.

Since it is difficult to tell the ex-
act point that dress passes from
the modest to the immodest, bre-

THEOPHILUS

HA ITI HEADS!I\gSA I k A^ Ak 
P 

AL

thren seem to think that we have no
right to condemn any dress pract-
ice as immodest. "Just at what
point does a dress cease to be mo-
destly long and become immodest",
we are asked. Or, "just how tight
is too tight?" "Just at what point
does clothing styles pass from the

masculine to the feminine and vice
versa?" It may come as a shock to
those who have heard me preach
& read things I have written to know
that I do not know the answer to
these questions! Nor do I know
the exact point that hair ceases to
be short and begins to be "long".

E CIDUJERP

PREJUDICE

Either way you spe11
it -- it doesn't make
sense.

Now that I have admitted my ig-
norance, what should I do? Should
I just dismiss the whole matter by
saying that since I do not have the
answers to these questions that you
should wear any clothing (or no
clothing) that pleases you and wear
your hair at any length and that I
would have no right to criticise
you ? Or, if I should see you in
clothing that is obviously too
short or too tight or obviously de-
signed for the opposite sex or with
hair that is obviously longer (on
men) or shorter (on women) than it
should be--then shouldn't I as your

brother point it out to you ? Since
you are unable to determine the
exact dividing line in these things
doesn't it make sense for one who
really wants to please God to stay
a safe distance from where the
dividing line might be by dressing
in a way that is unmistakenly mo-
dest, unmistakenly befitting one's
sex and keep the hair at a length
that could leave no doubt about his
desire to obey God in the matter.
(see I Cor. 11:14, 15).

This "one thing I do know": I do
not have to know everything to know
some things.

eke TtbVe is--

THE ONLY BASIS

tok ouh aithf

YEAH!!
WE COULD HAVE

A BEARDEV LADY
_  TOO!
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Identification

MARKS

DAVID W. CLAYPOOL

There are certain indentifica-
tion marks which you have that no
one else has. Even if you had an
identical twin, You wou Id have
different finger prints and could be
identified by them. When a
itispeet is wanted by the law ,
identification marks are given out

(height, weight, etc.). There are
always some similarities between
people. Some have been mistak-
enly taken into custody but upon
further investigation true identi-
ty determined and differences
seen.

There are certain identification

marks which the Lord's body
(church) has and which no other
institution has. People s hould
learn these marks. Note them:

1. NAME

Technically it has none and needs
none. It is referred to by POS-
SESSIVE TERMS such as "church
of God" (I Con 1:2); "Body of
Christ" (Eph. 1:22, 23; Col. 1:18);
"House of God" (I Timothy 3;15,

1 0; "churches of Christ" (Rom.
16:16) referring to local churches
(congregations). Each of these
terms gives possession to the
Lord who said. "I will build MY
CHURCH... " (Matt. 16:18). Since
He built only one church He didn't
have to name it (Eph. 4:4; 1:22,
23). Had he built two or more,
names would have been necessary
to distinguish them.

2. WORSHI P

The worship had to meet two
requirements (John 4:24). It had
to be in spirit (hearty) and in truth

(according to God's word, not
man's whims, John 17:17). The
doctrines of men make worship
void (Matt. 15:7-9). The items of
worship engaged in under apostolic
guidance were:

a. The Lord's Supper on the
first day of every week (Acts 20:
7).

b. Singing (Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:
19). This is the only music pro-
vided for in the New Testament.
When a thing is specified, every-
thing else is excluded in that there
is no authority for its being al-
lowed (Gen. 6: Noah and gopher
wood in the ark). Instrumental
music in worship is of Roman
Catholic origin and a relatively
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MARKS

new innovation in church worship.
Such men as John Wesley (the
founder of Methodism) opposed its
use in worship to God.

c. Prayer (Acts 2:42; I Tim. 2:
1-8). Prayer was always in the
name of Jesus and never in the
name of Mary or any other.

d. Contribution or laying by in

store as prospered (I Cor. 16:1,
2). Each congregation raised its
own money from its own member-
ship in this way. No congregation
ever begged the world for money.
Fach did what it was capable of
doing and when in physical need,
received help from other congre-
gations (I Co-. 16.1 2; 11 Cor. ?,,
9: Acts 11:27-30). No church ever
went into business of any knd in
order to raise money.

e. Preaching and teaching the
word of God (Acts 20:7ff). Never
were politics, current events,
psychology. etc. taught in worship.

3. DOCTRINE

Only the doctrine (teaching) of
Christ was taught, (II John 9, 10;
Gal. 1:6-11; I Tim. 3:16, 17; Jude
3; Matt. 28:18-20...). There are
many Godless individuals and
groups because they have gone be-
yond Christ's doctrine. The
DOCTRINE OF CHRIST is always
in the singular, never in
the plural. The word is in the
plural when referring to man's
teachings (Matt. 15:7-9). It is
never proper to refer to the DOC-
TRINES OF CHRIST (p1,). There
were no creed books, manuals,
disciplines, later revelations, etc.

4. ORGANIZATION

The church universal is not an
organization (only a relationship).
The Lord gave the church univer-

sal no organization and does not in-
tend for it to have such. The
only organization known to
the Lord's church is the LOCAL
CHURCH (Phil. 1:1; Rom. 16:16).
The local church (congregation) is
both a relationship and an organi-
zation. Each local church was
autonomous (self-governing). In
the New Testament several local
churches are found in a given area
(Gal. 1:2: I Cor. 16:1, 2) but no
district organizations. Each local
church was an established unit for
function and complete to do what
God wanted done (Acts 14:23; Tit.
1:5).

5. MISSION

The work of the church was
confined to a divine mission, It
was to support the truth (I Tim. 3:
14,15; Eph. 4:11,12). It was to
minister to its own needy (Eph. 4:
12; Acts 11:29,30; 2:43-45; II Cor,
8:12-21; I Cor. 16:1,2). The
mission of the church was not
politics, secular education, en-
tertainment, or to be a free filling
station for the world. The Great
Commission must be respected.

6. CHARACTER

The Lord's church was instruct-
ed to remain pure and not to allow
ungodliness to remain within (I
Cor. 5:1-13; II Thess. 3:6). Each
congregation disciplined its own
members.

7. TERMS OF ADMITTANCE INTO
THE CHURCH

The terms are given in the Great
Commission (Matt. 28:18-20;Mark
16:15, 16; Luke 24:46-48). The
people of the day of Pentecost (Acts
2) were added to the church when

HEAVEN

FAIT/FR

BAPTISM SAVED

LOU Aoos SAVED To TAE CHURCH
ww Kw n

WTIZED INTO CHRIST'S BODY

BAPTISM GOD'S FAMILY

1101WATERUSPIRIT CNRISI'S KINGDOM

•BELIm a OBEY GOD'S BUILDING

mas INTO LORD'S VINEYARD

LAKE Of FIRE AND BRIMSTONE

they complied with the terms pre-
scribed (vs. 36-47). All obedient
persons were thus added to (joined
to) the church by the Lord (Acts 2:
47).

CONCLUSION

These are the identification
marks of the Lord's church. If the
church of which you are a part
does not have these marks, it is
not the Lord's church. His church
is all that He has promised to save
(Eph. 5:23). The church isn't the
savior but is the saved. You must
be a part of the right church to be
saved in this life and in eternity.
Compare and study. Settle for no-
thing but truth.
1732 Carovel Circle
Birmingham, AL 35216
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BIBLE TALK

Mon. - Fri.

12:30 P. M.

WATV

900 kc

Scriptures Within Their Setting

BARNEY KEITH

"Christ Sent Me Not To Baptize" - I Cor. 1:17

A failure to consider the set-
ting of I Corinthians 1:17 has
cauFeci some people to reach the
c 9n cusi on that baptism is not es-
ffaltial to salvation. They reason
that since= Paul says he was not
sent to baptize. then b a pti sm
must riot have anything to do with
honig save‘.1 This is an unwar-

. anted conclusion, as can be seen
exami.ning the preceding verses

;7nich explain WHY Paul made this
tatement.

Strange Indeed For Paul

It would be quite strange indeed

- and inconsistent as well - for the
apostle to be saying HERE that
baptism has nothing to do with sal-
vation; for it was this very apostle
who said the following things about
baptism:

(1) One is "baptized INTO Jesus
Christ" - Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27.

(2) One enters "into His DEATH"
by baptism - Rom. 6:3

(3) One walks "in NEWNESS OF
LIFE" after he is "raised in the
act of baptism - Rom. 6:4.

(4) One is brought "INTO ONE
BODY" by baptism - I Cor. 12:13.

(5) One has not "PUT ON
CHRIST" until he has been "bap-
tized into Christ" - Gal. 3:37.

(6) Paul said himself that Anna-
nias had told him, "Be baptized
and wash away thy sins. .. " - Acts
22:16.

In view of all this from the pen
of the very same man who said,
"Christ sent me not to baptize,"
certainly he did not mean by these
words: "Baptism is not necessary

67 Volume XV The Reflector 7



SCRIPTURES-SETTING
w www

t:j salvation.

Looking At The Background

Bead i ('or. 1:10-17. Note that
1'au! was writing to a church where
people were divided and were at-
taching themselves to MEN. This

riddsn,atic, part vspirit Paul con-

do nu ed: "Now this I sa y , t h at

evei • ynne of you saith I am of Paul:

and 1 of .kpollos; and I of Cephas:

and I of ('hrist. " His argument a-

gainst such attachment to men was

then expressed in the form of three

que: tions. ''Is Christ divided? was

Paul crucified for vou? of were

ye b aptized in the name of Paul?"

(v. 1St. 'I he in plication is that if

I'aul had heoo n rrucified for them.

OT if the ,; had been baptized in

Paul's name, the y might have

properl y said the y were "of Paul.

11ut this is the very thing they

should N n'I' say.

At this point Paul began talking

further about their baptism. He

: Id B'. 11) . "1 thank God that I

hapti:>'d n"ue of you, but Crispus

too ( .+ h: .. " But his reason was

ha: he feared they might get

the in ti on that baptism was essent--

ia0 t rr e_ lvati,m. That was not why

Ire thanked God he had not baptized

voi v many of the Corinthi an s. He

;.1 [ 1) that it was "lest any should

say that I had baptized in mine ,awn

name. " He wanted everyone to

understand that he was in no way

responsible for the division that

existed.

It was then that the apostle de-

clared that his chief mission was
to PREACH the gospel. It did not
matter whether or not Paul actu-
ally performed the baptizing of
those to whom he preached. ANY
disciple could baptize; but not just
ANY person could do what Paul
was primaril y doing -- preaching

( ,%o ,-en1in \ the truth of the gospel
to the or Id. But bear in mind that
the gospel involved instruction for
men to be baptized so as to be sav-
ed! "Go ve into all the world and
} reach the gospel to every crea-
ture. He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved... " (Mk.
16:15.14). Belief AND baptism
were included in that which was to
be preached! And of course Paul
preached the ver y same gospel
that the others proclaimed.

Something to Consider

When Paul said, "Christ sent
me not to baptize, but to preach
the gospel," it must be rememb-
ered that Paul DID indeed BAPT-

IZE people. He even named cer-
tain of the Corinthians he had per-
sonally baptized and suggested
that there might have been others
whose names he did not remember
(v. 16). Does anyone think Paul
did something he was NOT "SENT"
TO DO? Would that not be rather
odd. Are we to say, "Well, Paul
wasn't sent to baptize, but he did
it any way"? Common sense tells
us that was not the meaning of his
words. Paulwas sent by the same
Christ who sent the others; he was
sent to do the same thing the o-
thers were to do.

The people who heard Paul's
gospel preaching (which is what he
spent most of his time doing)
learned to be baptized into Christ.

All of the people he wrote this let-
ter HAD BEEN BAPTIZED (see
Acts 18:8) by somebody! It did not
matter whether Paul himself did
the baptizing or someone else did
it. The essential thing was that
they be baptized!

An Elliptical Sentence

Paul's words here were express-
ed in a sentence structure much
like that used by our Lord in John
6:27. "Work not for the food which
perisheth, but for the food which
abideth unto eternal life..." Most
of us understand that Jesus was
not saying that men are NOT TO
WORK for daily food. Rather, by
expressing it this way, he merely
emphasized their working for
spiritual food. It was as if he had
said, "Work not (merely or only)
for food which perisheth, but (es-

pecially or primarily) for the food
which abideth... " In the same
type sentence Paul was saying,
"Christ sent me not (m erely or on

-lv^ to baptize; but (especially or
primarily) to preach the gospel..."'
If that was not the case, we would
have the apostle doing something
(when he baptized people) that he
was not sent to do! We can be
sure that if he DID it, he was
SENT to do it. Yet that was NOT
his main work. His chief function
always was to PREACH, and that
is what he spent a lifetime doing .

Let us not be so anxious to get
around Bible teaching on the es-

sentiality of baptism that we mis-
use the Scriptures. Let all men
just believe what Jesus taught a-
bout baptism, submit themselves
to Him in obedience. As a result
He will save such and add them to
His church (Acts 2:36-41).
2047 High School Road
Huevtown, AL 35020
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P. O. Box One Four Six

Dear bro. Bragwell:
T just wanted to send a note to

tell you I appreciate your work
on The (new) Reflector. I am
gratefied to see busy churches
going about the work of the Lord
in this way. Many times this
kind of excellence in journalism
is left up to "publishing houses",
etc. Thanks for showing us the
church is capable of edifying it-
self through the printed page.

B. E. „Jr. (Mo. )

* * *

Dear brother Bragwell,
I just received my second is-

sue of The Reflector and feel
compelled to let you know how
much I appreciated this fine pub-
lication. It is certainly among
the best publications I've seen,
and in my opinion far better than
many of those with paid sub-
scriptions.
If you have any back issues you

could send me, I would welcome
them for my files  Material
of the nature you print is often in
short supply ............

C. R. J. (La. )

* * *

Dear brother Bragwell:
"The Reflector" reflects a lot

of hard work, good organization-
al makeup, and contains excell-
ent material. Keep up the good
work, and thanks for sending it
my way.

B. W. (Ky.)

Dear bro. Bragwell,
Many bouquets are due you

and your staff, who assist in the
publication of "THE REFLECT-
OR". Truly it is well worth ev-
ery minute one devotes to the
material contained therein.

I have three brothers-in- law
who all are faithful gospel preach-
ers, and I believe they also (as
I do) will appreciate receiving
your paper. Also a faithful
friend and fellow-gospel preacher
too, if you would.

Would you please add these
names to your mailing list as
a favor for me. ............

My thanks to you in advance
for this favor. I'm sure they
will profit. Hope you gain
something from "BIBLE TALK'.

B. D. (Tx. )

* * *

Dear Ed,
I want to express my appre-

ciation to you for sending "The
Reflector". I think you are do-
ing an outstanding job, both in
material printed and in appear-
ance. I would like for you to add
the following names to your
mailing list ............

These are all individuals that
will REALLY appreciate and pro-
fit from the paper.

Keep up the good work.
J. H. (Ky. )

Dear Editor:
I am sending you this letter in

request to be a regular reader of
your paper, THE REFLECTOR.
I read an issue of it just one day
before sending this letter to you,
by a reader of yours,

. I preach at the church
that goes to.
It is the Church of Christ
in , Tennessee.
I have been there for exactly one
year this month.

In your March 1975 edition, I
noticed where you underesti-
mated the amount of response
you would get in people wanting to
read your paper . It could very
well be that you may in time have
to start charging for your paper
--I speak of subscription rates by
the year, month, week, etc.

At any rate, whether you con-
tinue to send THE REFLECTOR
free of charge, or whether you
wind up having to charge for it
because of your volume of readers
I still want to start receiving it
on a regular basis. If I move,
I will be ever so quick to give you
my change of address. I am im-
pressed with your paper.

Thank you for letting me take
these few minutes of your time.
May the good Lord richly bless
you in His kingdom and in the
spread of the Gospel.

P. N. (Tenn. )

* * *

Dear Brother Bragwell,
Please add my name to the
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P. O. BOX 146

mailing list to receive the RE-
FLECTOR. I appreciate the paper
as it seems to be one of the best
free publication edited by one of
the brethren.

N.H. (Ga.)

Brother Bragwell,
If you still have room on your

mailing list, we would like to
receive your publication. Bro-
ther has been
letting us read his paper that
he gets, and we really enjoy the
paper. I'm glad to say that
even used one of the sermon out-
lines (the one on "Paul-Saul") to
prepare a lesson. I'm very
proud of . . so far he has
delivered four lessons while we
are in the process of getting a
regular preacher. And of course,
I though he did a very good job...

R. P. (Tenn.)

Dear Ed,
I have tried to find time or may-

be I should say take the time to
write you and tell you how much I
appreciate your paper.

Hope the family is doing fine.
The baby I know isn't spoiled.

Our preacher asked me to tell
you to send him your bulletin
please...

L. L. (Tenn.)

Dear brother Bragwell,
For reasons unknown to me,

I have not been receiving "THE
REFLECTOR" for some time.
I wonder if you would again
include me on your mailing list.
Also, if you have any extra co-
pies of the bulletin and would
send them, I would like one of
each month, beginning with
January, 1975.

I have always appreciated the
bulletin and your writing abili-
ties. May God continue to bless
you in your efforts.

L.P. A. (La.)

Dear Bro. Bragwell,
I write you a note for two rea-

sons, 1st to say I have really
enjoyed every issue of the "Re-
flector" ever since bro. Ed
Hayes put me on the mailing list.
I hope & pray to receive the Re-
flector for many years to come.
Thanks .

The second reason is that I
have shown one of the enlarged
Reflectors to our new preacher,
bro. who came
our way from , Fla. , and
he likes it very much and asks to
be placed on your mailing list, so
please add his name to you list
"which I am sure is large already"
so that he too can enjoy the paper
as so many of us do already.

H.A. (Fla.)

Dear brethren,
Would you please place me on

your mailing list. I have just
been introduced to "The Refect-
or" and am very impressed by
its content, drawings, editors.
It is a very good teaching tool.

Sgt . T. A.B.
Vanderberg AFB, Ca.

Dear brother,
I have just "discovered" the

January '75 issue of The Re-
flector which was given to me.
I am preaching in Rhodesia now
and would very much to receive
The Reflector....

J. S. (Rhodesia, Africa)

Brothers,
I want to receive the maga-

zine: "THE REFLECTOR".
C. C. (Argentina). _

EDITORIAL COMMENTS:
The above is a sampling of the

many letters received recently
about this paper. Our purpose is
not to run a "brag column", but
to let the members of the church
at Fultondale know that their ef-
forts are appreciated. The Re-
flector is the work of this local
church. Each member has a part
in it in one way or the other. A
goodly number are directly invol-
ved in the actual mechanics of
getting the paper out.
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What saith the answer of God?

CHARLES G. MAPLES SR.

QUESTION:
"What is the 'Sin unto death' in

I John 5:16?"

ANSWER:
The passage reads, "If any man

see his brother sinning a sin unto
death, he shall ask, and God will
give him life for them that sin not
unto death. There is a sin unto
death; not concerning this do I say
that he should make request."

One of the approaches to study-
ing "difficult" passages of Script-
ure is to consider first what we
know the y DO NOT teach.

I think we can, with certainty,
conclude that this sin is not "The
I'npardonable Sin", or "blasphemy
against the Holy Spirit" referred
to in Mark 3:22-30. In that case
some people had seen a miracle
performed (which they could not
deny) and attributed the power by
which it was worked to the devil.
This is clearly not what John has
under consideration in our text.

Another thing to always consider

in dealing with "difficult" pass-
ages is that the meaning of such
must be in harmony with the con-
text. This, I believe, will great-
ly assist in the exegesis of our
text.

Consider whatJohn says in ver-
ses seven and nine of the first
of this epistle. "But if we walk in
the light, as he is in the light, we

Send Questions to:

Charles G. Maples, Sr.
1744 Steiner Ave. S.W.
Birmingham, AL 35211

have fellowship one with another,
and the blood of Jesus, his son
cleanseth us from ALL sin... If
we confess our sins, he is faithful
and righteous to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from ALL
unrighteousness."

From those Scriptures I would
conclude that since the blood of
Christ CAN cleanse ALL sins, but

that the sinner must ACKNOW-
LEDGE his sins if he would be for-
given, the sin which is "unto death"
and for which we are not to pray is
ANY sin which the sinner WILL
NOT ACKNOWLEGE.

To have forgiveness of ANY sin,
one must meet God's conditions.

If His prerequisites are not met,
there is no forgiveness ! The child
of God who sins is privileged to
pray unto God for forgiveness; as
well as having others pray for him
(Acts 8:22-24; Jas. 5:16). But all
manner of prayers will not bring
pardon of sin which one will not
acknowledge and repent of. No
one; neither the sinner, nor his
brethren; is to pray for the for-
giveness of sins where the sinner
is unwilling to acknowledge and
turn from them. Such pr aying
would be in vain!

If one goes on through life guilty
of sins which he will either not
acknowledge or repent of, then
such is "unto death"! This is what
I believe John has under consider-
ation I John 5:16.

June 2-7
WESTWOOD

June 8-13
FAIRVIEW

June 8-13

SKYLINE
DRIVE

June 8-13
PEARIDGE

GOSPEL Tommy Poarch Quentin McCay
E. Bragwell

J.D. Mosley

mEErING
t, Bob West June 16-22

June 8-13
PLEASANT

July 21-30
ANTIOCH

BBELVIEWE HTSHTS. GROVE r Dickson Co. , Tenn. ]
Sewell Hall Sam Hastings E. Bragwell
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