
To Drink or Not to Drink
Sewell Hall

For many years, controversies have been
common among Christians regarding the use of
alcoholic beverages. All who believe the Bible must
agree that drunkenness is sin (see Romans 13:13;
1 Corinthians 5:11; 6:9-10; Galatians 5:19-21;
et.al.). But what about moderate use of alcohol?

Progress toward full agreement may best begin
where we now agree. Since all agree that
drunkenness is sin, let us explore another
question: “Why is drunkenness sin?” Perhaps it is
enough to say that God has forbidden it; yet there
must be some reason for that fact. Can we not
agree that drunkenness is a condition inconsistent
with the sobriety enjoined upon all Christians?
(See Romans 12:3; 1 Timothy 2:9; 3:11; Titus 2:2;
1 Peter 1:13; et.al.) Now, just how much alcohol is
required to produce the undesirable
characteristics? That is the question.

As the alcohol content of the blood increases,
different parts of the brain are affected. A
pamphlet published by the United Tennessee
League lists the following consequences produced
as the various parts of the brain are affected. Note
that these are not in order.

 A
 Loss of color perception
 Distortion
 Seeing double
 Loss of distance perception
 B
 Apathy
 Depression of respiration
 Failure of circulation
 Subnormal temperature
 Stupor
 Shock
 Death
 C
 Dulled or distorted sensibilities

 Unsteadiness of movement
 Inability to write
 Speech disturbance
 Loss of technical skill
 D
 Removal of inhibitions
 Loss of self-control
 Weakening of willpower
 Feeling of wellbeing
 False confidence
 Impaired judgment
 Loquaciousness
 Dulling of attention
 E
 Disturbance of equilibrium & coordination
 Which of these would most seriously threaten

the character of a Christian? Would you say B? It
does include death; drinking to this extreme would
be suicide - destroying the life God has given us.
This is the last stage of drunkenness, the effect of
an alcoholic content in the blood of .25 to .50
percent. Some people do not consider a person
really drunk until he reaches this point.

 Of the others, which most seriously threatens
the character of a Christian? What about D?
Inhibitions, self-control, willpower, a proper
estimate of one’s true spiritual strength, judgment
– all of these are extremely important in
maintaining good character in the face of
temptation. At what point are these affected by
alcohol? The answer is extremely significant. The
frontal lobe of the brain is that part of the brain
that controls these functions and it is the first
affected by alcohol. As little as .01 percent in the
blood begins to impair these functions so
important to godly living.

 In other words, the very first effect of alcohol
is to make one feel a little freer to do things he
would not otherwise do and a little less able to say
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“No” to things he would normally refuse; to make
it a little harder to stand for what is right or even to
know what is right. Under the least influence,
vulgarity seems a little less vulgar; obscenity a little
less obscene, sin a little less sinful, and morality a
little less urgent. The temper is harder to control,
lust is more difficult to avoid and one feels he is a
little more capable of resisting temptation than he
really is. Yet, at this point, neither the State nor
society would consider him drunk. Of course, the
more one drinks, the more pronounced these
tendencies become. But can the Christian afford
even the least weakening of his moral armor in
these days of such powerful and common
temptations?

The State does not consider one drunk until he
reaches the next set of conditions, those described
in C. Their concern is with physical and mental
ability to drive a vehicle safely. By that time, the
ability to make moral decisions has already been
affected and it is with this that the Christians most
concerned.

 There are other good reasons for avoiding
alcohol: one who does not drink will save a bundle
of money through a lifetime; his health will be
better; he will never become a “problem drinker”;
he is much less likely to find himself getting into
trouble in bad company.

 Regardless, then, of what the Bible may say
about alcohol per se, it is good to avoid it
altogether. “Whoever is deceived thereby is not
wise” (Proverbs 20:1). #

Coming to the Defense
of Sin and Error

Jonathan Perz

A common problem that always seems to
surround sin and sinners is the need for people to
come to their defense. We see this clearly in the
controversy surrounding President Clinton and we
see it in churches and homes. Often times, people
will soften the blows of truth to comfort those they
deem afflicted. Too often, people will condemn the
righteous while comforting the sinner. Many times,
excuses are made for sin and error. Is this God's
wisdom or is it man's? Is this what the Bible teach-
es we should do or do we have things backwards?
What does the Bible have to say regarding the
defense of sin and error?

Exposing Error
When one is steeped in sin and error, the last

thing they want is someone to expose their error,
even though it is what they need (Ephesians
5:11-12). In John 3:20-21, it is written, “For
everyone practicing evil hates the light and does
not come to the light, lest his deeds should be
exposed. But he who does the truth comes to the
light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they
have been done in God.”

Clearly, when a person has sin in their life, their
eternal soul is in jeopardy. We know sin separates
man from his God (Isaiah 59:1-2). Therefore out of
love, both for God and man, friends and loved ones
must seek to expose those who are in error and
save them from hell. In Galatians 6:1, the Bible
says, “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault,
you who are spiritual, restore such an one in the
spirit of meekness; considering yourself, lest you
also be tempted” (see also James 5:19-20; Jude
22-23). These are the commands of God. Yet, this
becomes extremely difficult when men come to the
defense of sin and error.

Softening the Blows of Truth
Under the guise of love, defenders will seek to

soften the chastisement of men who are speaking
the truth in love. They themselves neglect to affirm
the truth. Rather than admonish those in error,
they comfort them. Rather than save them from
eternal destruction, they let them fall headlong
into it. This is tragic!

What defenders of error and sin fail to realize is
that when a man speaks the words of God, it is the
chastisement of God they reveal. In Revelation
3:19, the Bible says, “As many as I love, I rebuke
and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent”
(read also Hebrews 12:5-11). This is what the word
of God, which is sharper than any two-edged
sword, has the power to do (Hebrews 4:12;
Romans 1:16).

Yet, men dull the blades of truth by softening
the blows of God. Defenders of sin and error use
words like humbled, broken, crushed, distressed,
and contrite to describe the sinner and pull
emotion and pity from the hearts of those who
must expose their error. Sometimes, such words
are fitting and true and manifest themselves in
godly sorrow and repentance (2 Corinthians
7:8-11). However, more often than not the
sinner—when confronted and exposed—becomes
angry, upset, puffed-up, prideful and defiant.
These are not the fruits of humility. These are the



The Reflector 3

fruits of a man lost in sin. These are the signs of a
man who does not need watered down medication
to cure the woes of his soul, but strong doses of
truth to humble and heal him (James 4:4-10; 1
Peter 5:6-9).

Condemning The Righteous
Another problem with those who defend sin

and error is that they condemn those who are
standing for truth and righteousness. Those who
justify wickedness attribute names and motives to
those who seek to uphold the word of God (1 Kings
18:17-18). They are called mean-spirited, evil,
unloving, and unkind. They are likened unto
bulldogs, vultures and carnivores. They are
accused of attacking innocent people, making a big
deal out of nothing, hitting men when they are
down, and focusing on trifles and small vices of
others. All of this, whether intended or not, clouds
the waters of righteousness and diverts attention
from those in sin. Why can't men understand how
God feels about such evasive and unrighteous
maneuvering? The wise man wrote in Proverbs
17:15, “He that justifies the wicked, and he that
condemns the just, even both are abomination to
the Lord.” Again, in Proverbs 28:4, the Bible says,
“They that forsake the law praise the wicked: but
such as keep the law contend with them.” The
apostle Paul asked of the Galatians in Galatians
4:16, “Therefore, have I become your enemy
because I tell you the truth?”

This attitude needs to be likened unto one who
despises a doctor for saving their life. Or a child
who says 'I hate you' when they do not get their
way. In a very physical sense, would I be despised
of you for breaking your arm by pulling you out of
the way of an oncoming car? It is the same thing as
condemning the righteous.

Never Make Excuses
Sin and error do not need excuses, they need

exposure. They do not need defense, they need
truth. There is no excuse that will make sin and
error right in the sight of God. For that matter,
there will be no excuses or defenders in the
judgment—only the Lord, yourself and the life you
have lived. There will be no loopholes, gray area or
confusion—only a righteous and just examination
of your life and a speedy judgment.

When we make excuses for sin and error, we do
a grave disservice to the guilty. The Bible says, “Let
favor be showed to the wicked, yet will he not learn

righteousness; in the land of uprightness will he
deal wrongfully, and will not behold the majesty of
Jehovah” (Isaiah 26:10). Again, in Jeremiah 23:14,
the Bible says, “I have seen also in the prophets of
Jerusalem an horrible thing: they commit adultery,
and walk in lies: they strengthen also the hands of
evildoers, that none doth return from his
wickedness: they are all of them unto me as
Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah.”
Excusing sin now prolongs justice until the end,
when it is too late.

Conclusion
It would be unfair to say that there are not

cases of people suffering “unrighteous judgment.”
It happens often. There are many false accusers
who will give account of themselves before God.
But, the apostle Peter gives the righteous man the
correct attitude to bear in such cases (read 1 Peter
2:19-20). #

“A PROUD LOOK”
R. J. Evans

“These six things the Lord hates, Yes seven are
an abomination to Him: A proud look...”  (Prov.
6:16-17).

The above expression “A proud look”  has
always intrigued me.  It is not merely the “look”
which is meant, but the attitude of the mind or
heart which it expresses.  In the original Hebrew,
it literally means “haughty or lofty eyes.”  Some
common descriptions used today of a proud person
are— “he is on his high horse,” “stuck up” or “all
wrapped up in himself.”  Other descriptions might
include such expressions as “he looks down his
nose at others” or “he  is  an argumentive
know-it-all.”  Thus, the lofty look is the indication
of a person’s heart puffed up with pride.

Pride   appears   to  be  the  sin that led to Satan
being cast out   of   heaven  (Rev. 12:7-9).  This is
implied when the Apostle Paul was giving the
qualifications for a bishop or elder.  He stated that
a man is not to be “a novice, lest being puffed up
with pride he fall into the same condemnation as
the devil” (1 Tim. 3:6).  If this is true, the sin of
pride was committed before the first couple, Adam
and Eve, sinned in the garden of Eden.  It is also
interesting that this sin was involved in one of the
avenues the serpent used to entice Eve to sin in
Genesis 3:5-6:  “For God knows that in the day you
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be
like God, knowing good and evil.  So when the
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woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate.  She
also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.” 
When the serpent said “you will be like God”  and
she saw it as “a tree desirable to make one wise” 
— he was appealing to her pride and she gave in.

Pride is a sin that causes a person to think he is
better than others.  This attitude is condemned in
Luke 18:9-14.  Pride can be one of the most subtle
of all sins.  It is often not even recognized by the
person who is so proud himself.  Much like the one
who is “proud to be so humble.”  If there are
members of the church who think they are better
than others in the congregation—that means
trouble!

 Whatever the reason for pride—education, job,
money, looks, family, etc., it still reveals itself in a
destructive and hurtful  manner.  It is one thing to
have self-esteem and a good sense of self-worth,
but quite different when you consider yourself
worth more than everyone else.  In fact, the
scriptures teach the exact opposite attitude of
heart— “Let nothing be done through selfish
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let
each esteem others better than himself.  Let each of
you look out not only for his own interests, but also
for the interests of others”  (Phil. 2:3-4).  The
Apostle Paul also instructed: “For I say, through
the grace given to me, to everyone who is among
you, not to think of himself more highly than he
ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has
dealt to each one a measure of faith”  (Rom. 12:3).

Yes, God hates pride, while on the other hand,
He loves humility.  “God resists the proud, But
gives grace to the humble” (Jas. 4:6).  Pride is
probably at the root of most of the sins which are
committed.  I say that because when we sin we are
putting our will above the will of God.  As someone
has stated — “Be humble or you’ll stumble.”

As Christians, we must be very careful not to be
lifted up with pride. May we never be guilty of
sitting in the pew, looking around and thinking
how great and how much better we are spiritually 
than our brothers and sisters in Christ. We must
remember the warning of what God hates— “A
PROUD LOOK”  —and conduct ourselves with
meekness and humility or else we will fall into the
“same condemnation as the devil” and lose our
souls eternally. #

Providence
Edward O. Bragwell, Sr.

The word “providence” only appears once (Acts
24:2) in our common English translations. It does
not refer to God’s providence, but to that of Felix.
But the idea of the providence of God is clearly
thought in such passages as Matthew 6:25-34.

There are two extreme views of God’s
providence among Christians. At one end of the
spectrum is the view that God completed his
creation and kind of wound it up and turned it
loose to naturally spin out on its own. At the other
end is the view that God micro-manages every
detail of life to the point of even leading one to a
just right parking space on hectic day of shopping.

If I did not believe in God’s providence then I
would cease to pray for “daily bread,” good health,
healing of the sick, the free course of his word, etc.
and only thank God for what he has done in the
distant past.

While we by faith recognize that God’s
providence is still at work on behalf for those who
seek him first, we need to be careful about
attributing every happening in our lives to a direct
“act of God” – virtually ruling out anything by
chance, accident or coincidence. (Deut. 22:6; 1
Sam. 6:9;  2 Sam. 1:6; Eccl. 9:11; Luke 10:31). The
only way one could know for certain that a
happening in his life is the result of God’s
providential intervention would be by divine
revelation. He may have a strong feeling that such
is the case, but he can only speculate that the given
blessing is the result of a specific act of
providential intervention on his behalf.

We need to accept by faith that the revealed
promises of God’s caring for his people are being
fulfilled in our lives daily without insisting on
identifying every good thing that comes our way as
a specific act of direct providential intervention.
Otherwise, there is a danger of our slipping into
subjectivism, where our faith in God and His Son
is based more on our own subjectively perceived
experience rather than the objective evidence of
God’s word. Or, we depend on the subjective
testimony of peers as to what God has done or is
doing for them.  Remember true faith is based on
the objective evidence of God’s word rather than
the subjective feelings of the heart – either our
own or others. (Rom. 10:17; Jer. 17:9) #


