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It would be hard to find a sadder commentary

on the human predicament than the one given by

Paul concerning the former condition of the

Gentiles. He says they were “without Christ, ...

having no hope, and without God in the world”

(Ephesians 2:12). In between saying they were

without Christ and without God, he describes them

as “having no hope.” 

Google’s definition of hope is “a feeling of

expectation and desire for a certain thing to

happen.” It is the fuel that keeps one going during

hard times. It gives the Christian strength to

endure persecution and indignities, heaped upon

him because of his willingness to live true to his

faith and share it, while most folks are rejecting it.

This hope is not a pipe dream of eternal

optimists. It is not manufactured by emotional

manipulation by a skilled motivational specialist.

It is a reasonable hope (1 Peter 3:15) – one for

which solid reasons or facts can be given beyond

mere subjective feelings. It can be proclaimed and

defended using objective evidence.

The Hebrew writer speaking of “the hope set

before us” (6:18), describes it as the anchor of the

soul (6:19). It offers something “sure and

steadfast” for people  to embrace while living in a

world of trouble. It transcends this world: “If in

this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all

men the most pitiable” (1 Corinthians 15:19).

Going back to Hebrews 6, we are impressed

with the three-fold basis that we have for this hope

set before us:

1. The certainty of God’s promises. These

promises come from One, who by His very nature,

cannot lie (6:18; cf. Titus 1:2); nor change with

time (cf. Hebrews 13:8). They come from One who

takes His promises seriously – not being “slack”

concerning them (2 Peter 3:9). They come from

One whose track record of promise keeping is

absolutely perfect. His promises to Abraham are

prime examples (6:13-15). The length to which God

went to assure us of the certainty of His promised

hope is beyond awesome. Not only was He willing

to give His promise, which of itself would be

unchangeable, He backed it up with His oath that

by two unchangeable things we can be doubly

assured of one day realizing the object of our hope.

2. The redemptive work of Jesus. When

Jesus entered into heaven He, as high priest,

carried His own blood. The blood shed on the cross

for our redemption (6:19-20; cf. Hebrews 9:12).

There He made it possible for souls from both the

new and old covenants to be redeemed from sin

(Hebrews 9:15). Without this there could be no

forgiveness, thus no hope. He has entered as our

forerunner, signifying that we can be the “after-

runners” because of what He has done for us. His

redemptive work not only involved his dying for

our sins, but also His being “raised for our

justification.” (Roman 2:25). His redemptive work

did not end with his death. It also involved His

resurrection and ascension into heaven with His

blood and taking His seat as both King and High
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Priest. There He remains until He comes again to

redeem the resurrected bodies sufficiently changed

into spiritual bodies suited for heavenly existence

(cf. 1 Corinthians 15:35ff).

3. The diligence of our service. “For God

is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour

of love, which ye have shewed toward his name,

in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do

minister. And we desire that every one of you do

shew the same diligence to the full assurance of

hope unto the end: That ye be not slothful, but

followers of them who through faith and patience

inherit the promises.” (6:10-12). This shows that

our “full assurance of hope” is, at least partially,

based on our showing diligence in service until the

end. (Cf. Rev. 2:10). One of the reasons Paul gave

for confidently declaring that he had the crown of

righteous awaiting was that he had fought a good

right, finished his course, and kept the faith (2

Timothy 4:7-8).

There is very little in this world to generate a

sense of security within us. The evening news

brings reports of harm and threats on every side.

What passes as religion is more frightening than

comforting to the spiritually minded. We learn

more and more of the passing of our peers. Mixed

in all that are the constants reports of false

doctrine (old and new) pulling many away from

“the faith.” Is there any light at the end of this

tunnel? Yes. A thousand times, yes. It is that hope

that is set before us that keeps us from making

shipwreck of our faith in the mist of these storms

of life. We can calmly weather these storms

knowing we are firmly anchored to the One gone

on before us to prepare a place for us. #

Life Under Islam

Maurice Barnett

The Republic of the Maldives is a chain of

twenty six Islands averaging a little over four feet

above  sea level. It is tightly ruled by Islamic law. A

recent happening there graphically pictures the

real danger  that Islam poses for the rest of the

world. Islam is constantly portrayed in this country

as a “peaceful”  religion. That is transparent

propaganda of the worst sort, totally false.

The Maldives Constitution, Sec. 9, limits

citizenship to Muslims. Minivan News reported

yesterday that 37-year old Mohamed Nazim

shocked an audience during a question and answer

period at a lecture Friday on ‘Misconceptions

About Islam’ delivered by a visiting Indian scholar.

At the lecture,  Nazim engaged in a long exchange

with speaker, Dr. Zakir Naik, in which Nazim

announced that while  he is “struggling to believe

in religion,” he considers himself a Maldivian, not

a Muslim. This is apparently the first time ever that

a Maldivian has publicly announced he is not a

Muslim. After Nazim  pressed the speaker on the

penalty, or apostasy, members of the audience

tried to attack Nazim. Police  escorted him out for

his own protection and took him into custody.

Yesterday, the Islamic Foundation of the

Maldives called for judges to give Nazim an

opportunity  to repent, and if he does not, then

sentence him to death under Islamic and

Maldivian law. According to  Haveeru yesterday,

Maldives Ministry of Islamic Affairs has asked

police to investigate Nazim. The  Criminal Court

granted a warrant to extend Nazim’s custody for

five days.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Islamic Affairs is

arranging to offer Nazim counseling to deal with

his  doubts about Islam. It does not take much

effort to find such instances in every country

dominated by  Muslims. Here are just a very few of

the many instances from the Koran that set the

tone for Muslims—

9:5 “... fight and slay the pagans wherever ye

find them, and seize them, beleaguer them,  and

lie in wait for them in every stratagem (of war)

...”

 9:14 “Fight them, and God will punish them

by your hands, cover them with shame ...” 

9:29 “Fight those who believe not in God nor

the Last Day nor hold that forbidden which hath 

been forbidden by God and his apostle nor

acknowledge the Religion of Truth (even if they
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are) of  the people of the Book, until they pay the

Jizya [religious tax] with willing submission, and

feel  themselves subdued.”

47:4 “Therefore, when ye meet the unbelievers,

smite at their necks, at length when ye have 

thoroughly subdued them, bind a bond firmly (on

them) ... but if it had been God’s will, he could 

certainly have exacted retribution from them

(himself), but (he lets you fight) in order to test

you,  some with others. But those who are slain in

the way of God, he will never let their deeds be

lost.”

61:4 “Truly God loves those who fight in His

cause in battle array,  as if they were a solid

cemented structure.”

The following are a few examples in the hadith

collection of Bukhari, the most  authoritative book

in Sunni Islam, second only to the Qur’an (Sahih

Al-Bukhari, 9  vols. translated by Dr. Muhammad

Muhsin Khan, Al Nabawiya: Dar Ahya Us-Sunnah,

n.d.

“Allah’s Apostle said, ‘Know that Paradise is

under the shades of  swords.’” (vol. 4, p. 55)

“Allah’s Apostle said, ‘I have been ordered to  fight

with the people till they say, ‘None has the right to

be worshipped  but Allah,’ and whoever says,

‘None has the right to be worshipped but  Allah,’

his life and property will be saved by me...” (vol.

4, p. 124)

“It is not fitting for a prophet that he should

have prisoners of war  (and free them with

ransom) until he has made a great slaughter

(among  his enemies) in the land...” (vol. 4, p. 161)

“Whoever changed his Islamic religion, then

kill him.” (vol. 9, p.  45) “An infidel spy came to

the Prophet while he was on a journey. The  spy

sat with the companions of the Prophet and

started talking and then  went away. The Prophet

said (to his companions), ‘Chase and kill him.’  So,

I killed him. The Prophet then gave him the

belongings of the killed  spy.” (vol. 4, pp. 181-182)

“Some people from the tribe of Ukl came to the

Prophet and embraced Islam. The climate of

Medina did not suit them, so the Prophet  ordered

them to go to the (herd of milk) camels of charity

and to drink  their milk and urine (as a medicine).

They did so, and after they had  recovered from

their ailment (became healthy) they turned

renegades  (reverted from Islam) and killed the

shepherd of the camels and took  the camels away.

The Prophet sent (some people) in their pursuit

and  so they were (caught and) brought, and the

Prophet ordered that their  hands and legs should

be cut off and that their eyes should be branded 

with heated pieces of iron, and that their cut

hands and legs should not  be cauterized, till they

die.” (vol. 8, pp. 519-520)

“The Prophet passed by me at a place called

Al-Abwa or Waddan,  and was asked whether it

was permissible to attack the pagan warriors  at

night with the probability of exposing their

women and children to  danger. The Prophet

replied, “They (i.e. women and children) are from 

them (i.e. pagans).” (vol. 4, pp. 158-159)

These are just a few of the statements that

cover only one area of Muslim  violence. The

problem is that such violence applies to the entire

history of  Islam up to the present time. Horror

stories are coming out of numerous  Muslim

dominated countries and even some non-Muslim

countries. Death  threats are made against anyone

who criticizes Islam. 

They expect that they can spew out their hatred

in our country against any  criticism of Islam and

threaten violence against them. Of course, they de

mand special treatment that is denied to Christians

and Jews. And, they are  receiving special favor in

this country. In fact, there are sections of one or 

more of our large cities, populated mostly by

Muslims where Sharia (Muslim) law holds sway

exclusively. And, our police stay out of it. Muslims

are  granted privileges other religious people do

not have; they block streets with  their

observances, display their images while insisting

that no other religion  has that right; insist they are

the only acceptable religion in the world and  will

shut down churches if they can. If they gain

enought power in these  United States, they will

win. Be aware, and be ready. Warn others about

the  danger we face. #
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Searching in All the Wrong Places

R.J. Evans

 

Some years back, there was a popular song

about looking for love in all the wrong places.  In a 

similar manner, Solomon teaches us that most

people in the world are searching in all the wrong

places for purpose, fulfillment, true values, joy,

peace and contentment.  In the book of Ecclesiastes,

we read of his search for life's true meaning.  He

seemed to first be attracted to the pleasures of this

world, laughter, and mirth.  But then we hear him

say, "this also was vanity" (Eccl. 2:1-2).  He tried

accumulating material possessions—he built houses

and planted vineyards and orchards "of all kinds." 

  His   own    words were, "Whatever my eyes desired

I did not keep from them" (Eccl. 2:10). He then

acknowledged it all to be "vanity and grasping for

the wind."  It all caused him a lot of worry, trouble,

and heartache.  It even distressed him to think of all

the material possessions he had saved up.  He

became concerned about who would inherit them

and what they would do with them.  (Eccl. 2:18-19). 

Throughout the book Solomon repeatedly stated—

"Vanity of vanities...All is vanity"

Jesus has set the record straight concerning

where fulfillment, purpose, values, joy, peace and

contentment are all to be found. He tells us to "seek

first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and

all these things (necessities of life, rje) shall be

added to you" (Matt. 6:33)  He has also told us to

"Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's

life does not consist in the abundance of the things

he possesses" (Lk. 12:15).  Covetousness involves

that inordinate desire for "things".  It involves that

persistent striving to have more and more. But

again, the words of Solomon come to mind: "He

who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver; Nor

he who loves abundance, with increase.  This also is

vanity" (Eccl. 5:10).  The Apostle Paul also taught us

by example when he said, "I have learned in

whatever state I am, to be content" (Phil. 4:11).  He

tells us that joy and the peace of God are found in

living for the Lord, rather than lusting after the

material things of this world (Phil. 4:4-7).  Thus,

some of the most unhappy, unsatisfied, miserable

people on this earth are those who have a "love of

money" and a love for the "things" they possess (Lk.

12:15; 1 Tim. 6:6-10). 

We definitely live in a materialistic,

pleasure-mad society that the Bible tells us to

expect in the last days (2 Tim. 3:1-5).  Jesus warned

in the Parable of the Sower: "Now he who received

seed among the thorns is he who hears the word,

and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of

riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful"

(Matt. 13:22).  It is much the same today, as it was

for Solomon—the super abundance of riches can

also be "vanity and grasping for the wind". 

Jeremiah told the people of his day that they

should "ask for the old paths, where the good way is,

And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your

souls" (Jer. 6:16).   I believe this same message is in

order today.  If we are not a Christian, we need to

obey the gospel now, not later (2 Cor. 6:2).  We

need to get back to the "old paths" of children

obeying and honoring their parents (Eph. 6:1-3);

the "old paths" of building strong families and home

life (Matt. 19:1-9; Eph. 5-6; Col. 3; Titus 2); the "old

paths" of faithfully worshiping on the Lord's Day

(Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2; Heb. 10:25); the "old

paths" of dressing modestly (1 Tim. 2:9); the "old

paths" of living separate and apart from the world

(2 Cor. 6:17-18; 1 Jn. 2:15-17); and the "old paths" of

putting the kingdom and the Lord's work first and

foremost in our lives (Matt. 6:33). 

Thus, there is no need for us to waste our whole

life searching in all the wrong places.  Solomon can

save us all that time, energy, and effort.  Please

notice where Solomon finally and ultimately found

that for which he was searching:  "Let us hear the

conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep

His commandments, For this is the whole duty of

man" (Eccl. 12:13). # 

Buy the truth and sell it not... Prov.  23:23


