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Babble in Bible Classes, Piffle and Pablum from Pulpits
James P. Needham

I can remember hearing men like Homer Hailey,

Gus Nichols, John T. Lewis, Harry Pickup, Sr., Frank

Van Dyke, and others deliver masterpieces of solid

Bible teaching. In my day brother Hailey was best

known for expository work on one of the epistles.

John T. Lewis walked through the halls of the Old

Testament with a knowledge of every character as if

he were personally acquainted with each one. One

came away feeling he had walked through faith’s hall

of fame. He quoted long passages from the prophets,

and could recite the genealogy of Christ all the way

back to Adam without missing a link. A brother from

the “conservative liberals” recently said, “In our

lectureships we have such wonderful subjects and

such poor speakers, in your’s you have such poor

subjects and such wonderful speakers.” I don’t know

if his evaluation is true, but maybe its something to

think about. I do know this, nothing, but nothing,

beats old time gospel preaching and hard-nosed

Bible study. This is what it will take to keep the

church on the straight and narrow path. When we

depart from the fundamentals, we take our first step

toward apostasy. Could it be that we are more

concerned with being politically correct than with

being scripturally correct?

I once heard a gospel preacher spend several

minutes apologizing before he quoted Mark 16:16!

He wanted all to know that he was not trying to hurt

anyone’s feelings, he just wanted to tell the people

what the Lord said. He realized that not everybody

agreed on what the passage teaches, but he wanted

them to know what it says. Brother L.L. Briggance,

one of my beloved college professors, told of a

preacher who gave the invitation in these words, “If

you don’t believe in some degree, and repent to some

extent, you are liable to be damned somewhat.”

Let me hasten to add that there are some notable

exceptions to what I have said here (thank the

Lord!). I don’t want to paint every young preacher

with the same brush. But it doesn’t take a genius to

realize that the conditions I have described exist to

an alarming degree. And let me as-sure you that I

am not the only person who thinks so.

Young preachers are being paid more today than

preachers ever have been paid. Young preachers

with little experience and mediocre ability are being

paid two and three times as much as the older more

experienced preachers were ever paid, and for what?

A couple of canned sermons per week based in pop

psychology and Dale Carnage type personal

motivation that make people feel good, and perhaps

a Bible class or two. It’s nice to make people feel

good if it is because they are on good terms with the

Lord, but most often the preacher’s job is to comfort

the afflicted and afflict the comfortable. In many

cases these young preachers are being paid

outstanding salaries to lead the church down the

prim-rose path of compromise and eventual

apostasy. For months I listened to sermons that

could have been preached in any de-nomination in

town without raising an eyebrow. These sermons

would have received a warmer reception among the

sectariansthan they received from some of the

brethren.

I recently sat through a “sermon” in which the

young preacher compared the local church to a

football team. He had the elders as the coaches, the

preacher as the quarter-back (he runs the game, you
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know!), and the members as the players. He spent

about 45 minutes on this. I learned a good bit about

football and nothing about the scriptural function of

the Lord’s church.

I don’t begrudge a sound, hard-working gospel

preacher being paid well. It has been my philosophy

that a good gospel preacher cannot be overpaid, and

a bad one is always overpaid. I certainly am glad

gospel preachers are paid bet-ter than some of us

older ones were.

The first two years I tried to preach I did

two-thirds of it for nothing! (That’s probably all it

was worth!) Some churches would give me the

Lord’s day contribution, three or four dollars. (The

contribution always seemed to be smaller the day I

preached!) I often bought gas on credit, drove my

old car 100 miles to preach on Sunday with 50 cents

in my pocket which would buy my wife and me a

hamburger on the way home.

Conclusion

God said, “My people are destroyed for lack of

knowledge” (Hos. 4:6). It seems to happen in every

generation. Some writer said, “they who refuse to

learn from history are doomed to repeat it.” So true.

Amos said, “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord

GOD, that I will send a famine in the land not a

famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing

the words of the LORD” (Amos 5:11). No doubt

Amos had reference to a time when God would send

no prophet to a rebellious and apostate people, but

we are dangerously close to a spiritual famine in our

time. There is a famine of hearing the word of the

Lord because it is not being preached, and because

when it is preached there is an unwillingness to hear

and heed its divine message. O, my dear brethren,

what can we expect from present trends? Will

America become a “mission field” for the religion of

Christ? Will brethren from Nigeria or South Africa

have to send brethren to re-establish the Lord’s

church in the United States? When the apostasy over

institutionalism and the sponsoring church started,

a brother predicted that Nashville, Tennessee would

become a “mission field.” (Did he ever take some

“flack.”) It all but came true! Apostasy’s broom

swept quite cleanly in the city that had more

churches of Christ than any place on earth, and for

years had been known for its devotion to the faith of

our Lord the city of the five tabernacle meetings of

the late N.B. Hardeman (known as “the prince of

preachers”) in which he preached the old Jerusalem

gospel to many thousands in attendance. We can

read of strong churches that existed in the first

century in places like Ephesus, Corinth, Colosse, etc.

What happened to those churches? Can one find a

congregation of the Lord’s people in any of those

places today? Don’t say it can’t happen here.

Guardian of Truth -November 16, 1995#

The Lord’s Supper: Enhanced by Men?
Warren E. Berkley

Everything God has said about worship should be

important to me as a Christian and should be

faithfully accounted for in the provisions of the local

church. As I read the New Testament, I should take

note of all that is said about singing, praying, giving,

hearing God’s Word and partaking of the Lord’s

Supper. Each one of these activities should be done

toward God, through Jesus Christ and according to

the teachings given by the Holy Spirit.

I am not comfortable arguing for the elevation of

any one of these acts above another, for fear I will

de-value what God has said about the others. When I

assemble with the saints of God, I want to do each one

of these “in spirit and truth,” (Jno. 4:24). When I

participate in decisions made by brethren for

collective worship, I want to respect everything God

has said about every attitude and act of worship.

The Lord Himself instituted the Lord’s Supper,

and Christians want to partake each first day of the

week “in remembrance” of Him (1 Cor. 11:23-34). It is

an occasion ordained by God and revealed through

apostolic instruction. The purpose is to praise God

and be edified by remembering the sacrificial death of

Jesus Christ.

Occasionally, I hear suggestions that “our

practice” of observing the Lord’s Supper is lacking.

While it is true that “our practice” of anything should

be subject to any review and revision required by

God’s Word, no revision should ever be based merely

on human assertion. And no revision can be justified

simply by the desire to alter previous practice
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(“change tradition”).

In several local churches, brethren have decided

that more time should be devoted to partaking the

Lord’s Supper. It is argued that the Lord’s Supper is

central to our collective worship, should not be

treated as a ritual and therefore is worthy of more

time.

We attended an assembly some years ago where

such a practice had been instituted. There was no

“sermon” during the morning assembly. Scriptures

were read, several songs were led and a 10-15 minute

speech was made before the elements were

distributed. After that, final announcements were

made followed by prayer and dismissal. I thought

perhaps the preacher was ill, and no last minute

arrangements could be made for preaching. But when

I asked, the explanation was: This is what we do every

Lord’s Day morning to enhance the meaning of the

Lord’s Supper. Preaching will be tonight. I do not

question the right of a local church to set the order of

their Lord’s Day assembly. I am concerned about

human, subjective efforts to “enhance” the meaning of

the Lord’s Supper.

First, there is no passage in the New Testament

that specifically states any length of time for observing

the Lord’s Supper (10 minutes, 15 minutes or 25). The

day is stated and the frequency necessarily implied

(Acts 20:7). The elements are revealed (Matt.

26:26-29), the participants identified (Matt. 26:29)

and the meaning explained (Matt. 26:26-29; 1 Cor.

10:16; 11:27-30). But no passage states any length of

time. (Even when the argument is made that the

primary purpose of assembling is to partake of the

Lord’s Supper, based on Acts 20:7, nothing about that

lends any support to expansion of time to “enhance”

the observance.)

Second, I’m not sure I understand upon what

basis brethren decide that their fellow-brethren are

not partaking with full earnestness. One’s

participation in the Lord’s Supper is rooted in the

heart. While we can observe that our brethren are

partaking on the right day and eating the right

elements, we cannot see the content of heart! I will

grant, in some cases irreverence may be visible (and

even distracting to others; see 1 Cor. 11). But in the

absence of the obvious, how do brethren determine

that others are not fully participating in this feast? In

addition to this point, how can I participate with all

my heart while monitoring others?

Third, what is the basis of the argument that more

time will “enhance” or add value to the participation

of those who partake? Is there any proof that doing

something for 20 minutes affords the worshiper some

advantage over 15 minutes? Is this a classic example

of confusing quantity with quality? Is a one hour

sermon necessarily more effective than a 35 minute

sermon, just because of the additional time? If we sing

six songs rather than five, can we conclude that our

singing was more meaningful? Can it be argued that

longer prayers are better than shorter ones? There is

simply no reason to believe that adding time to

observing the Lord’s supper will result in a more

meaningful worship experience for each participant.

A change in format does not directly generate a

change in heart.

The Lord’s Supper should never be offered as just

“something we do” every first day of the week.

Convenience and time should not influence us in

regard to any aspect of collective worship. There is no

instruction from God to monitor how every other

member of the audience partakes (or listens, or sings,

etc.)! First, God has simply not told us to do this.

Second, you cannot concentrate your own thoughts,

while trying to watch other participants. {As already

granted, obvious cases of irreverence and distraction

require attention. But this doesn’t mean we ought to

watch everybody else while we partake.}

Modern religious culture should never influence

how we offer the Lord’s Supper. Changing the “style of

worship” to make it more attractive to outsiders has

no basis in truth. “Proving” that we are not “bound by

tradition” should not factor into our plans and

practices. What really matters is: what we do in

obedience to God, and doing it with pure and

concentrated involvement of heart.

I immediately react negatively when someone

announces that they have discovered something the

rest of us have simply missed all these years. When a

brother alleges that he has found “the secret,” or he

now knows what we all need, I pause with some

suspicion. There is a certain self-elevation about the

suggestion of some domineering brother that others

are just not celebrating the Lord’s Supper; that they

require the amount of time he dictates, or that they
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should adapt to his methods or procedure. Revision

for its own sake will not take us back to the Bible. #

Prepare for Persecution
Edward O. Bragwell, Sr.

I must be one of the very few people on this

planet who has never watched an episode of “Duck

Dynasty.” What I know about the show and Phil

Robertson I have read and seen on the various

media outlets – including FaceBook. I do know that,

from all reports, they hold some views on some

things that I would, to say the least, question. I know

that Phil is an elder in one of the most liberal

“churches of Christ” that I know about anything

about. Hence, I cannot give a blanket endorsement.

Having said that, what Phil said in that interview

was on target. Sadly, A&E’s action is becoming all

too typical of PC in America today. Politicians,

government officials, business leaders led by the

entertainment business are bowing to the pressure

of the lobbying of gay activists. It seems like any

viewpoint can be openly advocated except what is

perceived to be the “Christian” view. Open advocacy

of homosexuality as an acceptable life style is

rampant. Public figures, in the above mentioned

fields, run all over themselves to make sure that

everyone knows that they are not “homophobic.”

Nothing, absolutely nothing, should be said or done

that might in any way offend the “gay

community.”About anything can be offensive to

what is generally the “Christian view,” but it must

not be offensive to any other group. That there are

extreme views, both left and right, held by some who

are considered to be “Christians” there can be no

doubt. In fact, I know I am considered extreme by

some “Christians.” 

I am opposed to the persecution of anyone, not

just “Christians.” In a free society anyone should be

free to express his views without fear of loss life,

limb, livelihood, or freedom. Likewise, anyone

should be free to express opposite views with the

same freedom without such persecution. One of the

benefits of a republic is the protection of the

individual’s basic rights. While I vigorously try to

convert another to what I believe to be the biblical

world view by trying to bring “into captivity every

thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5)

without resorting to the carnal weapon of

persecution. I will defend the right of anyone one to

oppose what I have said with argumentation without

persecution. As Isaiah said, “Come, let us reason

together...” (Isaiah 1:18).

I fear, what we are seeing in the Phil Robertson

case is just the tip of the iceberg of what lies ahead of

us and our children. As groups grow who are

intolerant of any who express opposition to their

agenda, like gays, Muslims, etc., we are going to have

hard times ahead. We must begin now to prepare

ourselves and our children to suffer as Christians

and glorify God in the name (1 Peter 4:16). Make no

mistake about, these activists groups, will not stop

with pressuring political and media organizations,

they will turn their venom on congregations and

demand that they have “open membership” and that

the preachers avoid “hate speech.” Translation: “hate

speech” includes even lovingly pointing out what the

Bible says about their views and deeds. While I

believe that under our form of government we are

given the right to vote people in and out of office. We

can use the ballot box to bring into power people

who are more attuned to our point of view. However,

I am not optimistic that this will happen on any

significant scale.

So, in summary, what can we do:

1. Remember that God has not promised us a

persecution free life, but rather the opposite (2

Timothy 3:12).

2. "Watch therefore, and pray always that you

may be counted worthy to escape all these things

that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of

Man." (Luke 21:36)

3. Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be

sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is

to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

(1 Peter 1:13)

4. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do

not curse. (Romans 12:14)

5. Obey the word, preach it, defend it, publicly

and privately, seeking those things above

recognizing that we are strangers and pilgrims in

this world. #


