
Yes, God Has a Plan for You
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Often when one’s life seems to have dealt him

a severe blow or disappointment, we hear folks

offering comfort by saying, “Everything is going to

be fine because God has a plan for you.” The idea

being that God has predestined each person’s life

according to a plan that he has for each person. So,

if something goes wrong with your life – marriage,

career, education, vacation, friendships –  it was

because you were trying to go against His plan for

you. Don’t worry, God is just molding you

according to a better plan He has for you.

Does the Bible teach that God micromanages

each life in this manner? If so, then it would seem

that He has made a mess in some cases. Or, does

the doctrine that “God has a plan for you” apply

only to those outcomes we deem to be favorable?

The truth is that God made us and leaves us to be

free moral agents. He gives us guidance, through

his revelation, to follow in making the choices we

must make in planning our lives – but He does not

make those choices for us nor force us into a

detailed plan He has had for us from the

beginning. He tells us the results of making good

or bad choices, but leaves it to us to make those

choices. Read God’s charge to Israel:

See, I have set before thee this day life and

good, and death and evil; In that I

command thee this day to love the LORD

thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep

his commandments and his statutes and

his judgments, that thou mayest live and

multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless

thee in the land whither thou goest to

possess it. But if thine heart turn away, so

that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn

away, and worship other gods, and serve

them; I denounce unto you this day, that ye

shall surely perish, and that ye shall not

prolong your days upon the land, whither

thou passest over Jordan to go to possess

it. I call heaven and earth to record this

day against you, that I have set before you

life and death, blessing and cursing:

therefore choose life, that both thou and

thy seed may live: That thou mayest love

the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest

obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave

unto him: for he is thy life, and the length

of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the

land which the LORD sware unto thy

fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to

Jacob, to give them. (Deuteronomy

30:15-20 KJV

Consider what Paul said about widows in 1

Corinthians 7:39. What did he say was God’s plan 

for each of them? Was it His plan that one marry

Gaius, or another Timothy, or another John, or

another James? No. Each could marry “whom she

wishes” – as long as she married “in the Lord.”

God’s plan left widows free to pick out their

husbands from any who might be available for

marriage – with one restriction, that it be “in the

Lord.”

In the day when God dealt directly with men

and gave some direct instructions from heaven, He

at times did direct one’s path in more direct and
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specific ways – like when Paul received the

“Macedonian Call.” Or when the Spirit directed

Phillip to the eunuch. But we live in the post-

revelation period when God no longer directly

speaks to man, but only through the complete

revelation in the Scriptures. This is not to say that

He does not manage some things through his

providence. Nor is it saying that everything that

happens to us is a direct results of His direct use of

special providence. In one sense, everything that

happens is a result of His providential permission.

It could not happen unless He allowed it to be.

That is far from saying that everything that

happens to us is a direct results of providential

decree.

Having said all of this, we must recognize that

God does indeed have a plan for everyman. It is

concisely laid out as the “doctrine of God and our

Savior” by Paul in his letter to Titus:

Exhort servants to be obedient unto their

own masters, and to please them well in all

things; not answering again; Not

purloining, but shewing all good fidelity;

that they may adorn the doctrine of God

our Saviour in all things. For the grace of

God that bringeth salvation hath appeared

to all men, Teaching us that, denying

ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should

live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this

present world; Looking for that blessed

hope, and the glorious appearing of the

great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;

Who gave himself for us, that he might

redeem us from all iniquity, and purify

unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of

good works. (Titus 2:9-14 KJV)

From this we learn that God’s plan for all is that

each:

1. Be saved (Grace bringing salvation has

“appeared to all men.”)

2. Live a good life in this present world.

a. Denying “ungodliness and worldly

lusts.”

b. Living “soberly, righteously (justly), and

godly.

3. Looking to Jesus’ return in hope.

We want to emphasize again that God has a

plan for us as we live in this present world, but his

plan involves the world to come.  It is Jesus’

returning to receive those who are His – those who

have voluntarily conformed to His plan while on

earth. While we, and our neighbors, will benefit in

this life by our following His plan for this life – it is

still a life of vanity without the return of Jesus (cf.

1 Corinthians 15:19). One of the problems with a

lot of preaching in congregations today, it mostly

addresses how to live in this world so as to solve

the problems and relieve the hurts of this life. It is

mostly about improving the quality of life here.

Who can deny that denying ungodliness and

worldly lust along with living soberly (treating

ourselves right), justly (treating our fellow man

right) and godliness (treating our God right)

results to some extent in making this world a

better place to live? But that is not the ultimate

reason for living right as a Christian – it is the hope

for the next life that prompts one to live in such a

fashion. It carries us through the hard times as we

live as we should in the present world. That hope is

not for a utopian society on this earth, but for life

after our life here has passed and this present

world is no more – to live with Jesus forever.

God has left it up to us to decide such things as

whether to marry or not, and if we decide to marry,

whom we will marry; or decide to teach school,

mow lawns, dig ditches or preach the gospel as our

life’s work. All are honorable pursuits. I am not so

sure that God is all that concerned about where

and with whom we may choose to do these things.

His concern is that wherever and with whomever

we choose to live our lives, that it be according to

the life taught by the grace of God.

God has extended his grace to us in His Son , it

is now up to us to respond to that grace by

following what that grace teaches in hope of

heaven. #

“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do

good unto all men, especially unto them who are of

the household of faith.” (Galatians 6:10 KJV)
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“Judge Righteous Judgement”
Jarrod Jacobs

At times, we hear people tell us that it is not

right to judge others. Such a position is not found

in the Bible. In fact, the passage often used to

“prove” a prohibition on judging is the very

passage that teaches us to judge in certain

situations (Matt. 7:1-6, 15-20)!

       John 7:24 records a profound statement

made by Christ. He told those listening to Him,

“Judge not according to appearance, but judge

righteous judgment.” Those who hold a position

that says it is not right to judge need to pay close

attention to the words of the Lord. In John 7:24,

He plainly tells folks to judge! What does this

statement mean? What applications can we make

to ourselves today?

To begin, we understand that Jesus’ words in

John 7:24 have a context. The context of this verse

is that during the feast of tabernacles (v. 2), Jesus

had gone into Jerusalem secretly (v. 10), and began

to teach the people (v. 14). His teaching stirred the

ruling Jews. This is because in addition to them

being upset with what He was teaching this day,

they were still upset because Jesus had healed a

man on the Sabbath day a year and a half earlier

(Jn. 5:8-10, 15-16, 7:23). It might seem strange to

some that these people were still upset about an

event from a year and a half ago, but they were!

Seems like these folks were not unlike “modern”

folks today who like to hang on to old grudges for

years and years!

Jesus then contrasts His performance of a

miracle on the Sabbath and their reaction with the

act of circumcision that might be done on the

Sabbath (Jn. 7:21-23). With one they were

displeased, and with the other, they would have

been pleased! Jesus thus points out their

inconsistency. He concludes these thoughts by

saying, “Judge not according to appearance, but

judge righteous judgment.” In other words, the

rulers should not judge Him based merely upon

outward appearances, nor with a prejudiced mind.

(The Pharisees were guilty of both!) Rather, “judge

righteous judgment.” “Righteous judgment” means

men are to judge based upon the conscious

examination of the facts in light of the truth He

was speaking (Jn. 7:16).

As we think about the words of our Lord, let us

understand that we also need to follow the words

of Christ in judging righteous judgment! It is a sad

fact that many people judge things based solely

upon appearances. Rather than digging deeper to

learn the truth, they are satisfied to make decisions

based merely upon face-value. For example, a man

goes to the hospital, but does not receive the

needed medical care before being sent home, so he

returns to the hospital for care at a later time in the

hope of getting the care needed. Does this mean he

is somehow using the medical system, and trying

to obtain drugs and get “high”? Of course, not!

Though some try to use our medical system in this

way, it does not mean each person is in this

category. Search out, learn the truth, and help the

man when he is found to be an honest person.

Again, perhaps there is someone who wears dirty

clothes, has not bathed recently, and asks you for

money. Does this mean he is going to use your

money for alcohol, drugs, or for some other sinful

act? Not necessarily. Yes, some do this, but not all.

Finally, when a sinful act is committed, and the

person you suspect denies responsibility, do you

immediately assume he is lying? Or, do you take

the time to learn the truth as to whether or not he

is guilty? In John 7, Jesus was “convicted” without

the benefit of a trial! The Pharisees, scribes, and

others were convinced Jesus was a sinner, an

imposter, and someone who was an enemy of God.

Yet, none of this was true. Are we guilty of this

behavior with our fellow man? Are we guilty of this

behavior with our brethren in Christ? Do we

assume the worst in people? I hope not, because
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love demands better of us than that (I Cor. 13:5b,

7).

The Lord tells us to “Judge righteous

judgment.” In so doing, some may need to be

corrected; but then others may need to be

comforted, helped, and encouraged (I Thess. 5:14;

Heb. 12:12-13). Do not judge based upon feelings,

but upon facts. Do not be a hypocrite in judgment

(Matt. 7:5). Christ left us an example to follow (I

Pet. 2:21). Let’s follow Him! “Judge righteous

judgment”!! #

Genesis 1: Literal Days or Long Ages?

Greg Gwin

The ‘Day/Age’ Theory argues that each of the

days in Genesis 1 were actually long ages of time. 

This, of course, is an attempt to harmonize Biblical

teaching of a young earth with the false claims of

some scientists who claim our earth and universe

are billions of years old.  Here are some simple

affirmative arguments to prove that the days of

creation in Genesis 1 were literal 24 hour days

rather than long ages of time:

1) God defined His own terms in Genesis 1:5.

“And God called the light Day and the darkness he

called Night. And the evening and the morning

were the first day.” A period of light followed by a

period of darkness constituted a day. Unless

someone wants to argue that it stayed light for long

periods and then stayed dark for long periods

(which, of course, poses huge difficulties), we will

have to stand upon this clear statement and

conclude that the days really were literal 24 hour

days. Furthermore, Genesis 1:14-18 mentions the

sun and moon and stars, and says they were made

to be “for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and

years.” If we are to believe that the days were

actually long ages of time, then what were the

seasons and years?

2) Romans 1:20 says, “Since the creation of the

world God’s invisible qualities - his eternal power

and divine nature - have been clearly seen, being

understood from what has been made” (NIV). This

verse claims that someone has been here to see and

understand God’s power ever since the creation of

the world. This poses no problem to those of us

who believe that man was created within the same

actual week that everything else was created. But,

those who want to believe that each day represents

a long “age” have a problem. If man was created

eons after the other elements of creation were

formed, then this makes no sense. This line of

reasoning is confirmed by Jesus’ own statement in

Mark 10:6. “From the beginning of the creation

God made them male and female.” The day/age

theory places man at the end of millions or billions

of years of geologic time. It light of these verses, it

cannot be true.

3) If the days were actually long “ages”, then we

have the wrong chronological order of events. For

instance, plants were created on day three, but

insects were not created until day five or six. But

many plants depend on insects for

cross-pollination, etc. How did plants survive for

long “ages” without their needed counterparts in

the insect world? Other similar problems of

chronological order exist that strongly argue

against the day/age theory.

We know that this day/age theory is commonly

held by many who teach the false doctrine of

theistic evolution. It is not true, and is actually an

unnecessary attempt to compromise the truths

taught in the Bible with the unproven claims of

some scientists. They teach that we live in an

ancient universe, while in actuality we live in a

relatively young universe that was created in six

literal days by our omnipotent God. #

A part of the recent trend away from real gospel

preaching and toward subjectivism in our pulpits is

the preacher telling his life’s story and testifying

what God has done for him instead of expounding

on the Scriptures that tell folks what they need to

do to be saved and stay saved. Such preaching

appeals to the emotions, but objective Scriptural

evidence appeals to the mind. An intelligent faith

based on objective evidence will be more solid and

lasting than one based on emotional manipulation. 

– eob


