
Abandon Youth Ministries
Frank Himmel

The Christian Chronicle carried an interview
with LeGard Smith, who was at the time “Scholar in
Residence for Christian Studies” at David Lipscomb
University in Nashville. One item caught my
attention. Smith was asked what he would say if he
had the undivided attention of every member of
churches of Christ for 10 minutes.’ Included in his
answer: “. . . I would call on the church to abandon
youth ministries, which have toppled the spiritual
hierarchy. Throughout Scripture, spiritual
leadership is not only male, but it’s elder. It’s the
wisdom of the years that leads and nurtures
younger generations.”

Abandon youth ministries. This is not the cry of
some old fogey ultra-conservative who resists
change at every turn. It is the counsel of one who is
seeing among his peers the ripe fruit of an ill-
advised tree.

Youth ministries typically feature two things:
abundant recreational activities and shallow,
entertaining instruction. What happens when teens
who are accustomed to such things become adults?
Will they immediately consider themselves too old
for church-sponsored recreation, or suddenly insist
on more sober worship and meatier preaching? Of
course not. As a result, today’s “adult church” has in
many cases become just a slightly toned-down
version of yesterday’s “youth church.”

The Bible, of course, knows nothing of youth
ministries, youth church, or church-sponsored
recreation for any age. And it emphatically warns
against ear-tickling preaching (2 Tim. 4:3-4).

This warning is timely. In recent years,
increasing numbers of congregations which have
stood opposed to institutionalism and church-

sponsored recreation (things readily accepted by
Smith’s associates) are beginning to dabble in youth
ministries. We don’t call them that, of course, but
the trend is cause for concern.

Special meetings for young people call for
certain speakers, those whose presentations are
more entertaining. The truth is slightly repackaged
– less Bible reading and exposition, more stories
and humor, and lessons that are mostly application
with content limited to “relevant” (daily living)
themes. Parents provide ample food and
entertainment.

Do not misunderstand. No one opposes
occasional sermons targeted at a particular segment
of the audience, nor do we underestimate the value
of young Christians getting together. However,
when meetings for young people consistently take
on a more entertaining air, when the add-on
recreation becomes expected, when we advertise it
along with the worship (even though it is not paid
for from the church’s treasury), and when brethren
begin to say that we may lose our young people
without such events, we have gone farther thanwe
think down the wrong path. #

They're “Too Conservative”
Greg Gwin

Someone who was about to move into a new
community happened to mention that they were
giving consideration to attending a particular
congregation in that area. Certain brethren warned,
“Don’t go there, they’re too conservative!” What is
meant by such an accusation?

Is it so that the brethren at that congregation
have begun to teach things that are not found in the
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Bible? Are they binding certain traditions that are
not in the Word of God? Are they insisting that
others follow their own personal opinions in areas
where they cannot find specific scriptural
authority? If so, those brethren aren’t really
“conservative” at all! They are not “abiding in the
doctrine of Christ” (2 Jn. 9). In a sense, they are
actually “liberal” in their approach because they
have ceased to produce “book, chapter, and verse”
for their practices. Let their errors be fully exposed,
and let brethren be rightfully warned about
attending such a congregation.

In reality, it is far more likely that the church
that was described as “too conservative” is actually
a congregation that stresses strict adherence to
Biblical authority. They probably insist that folks
“do Bible things in Bible ways.” There is most likely
a strong emphasis on personal purity and morality.
Constant reference is made to the Bible and its
teachings, and members are encouraged to “come
out from among them, and be ye separate” (2 Cor.
6:17). And while the positive, “feel good” aspects of
Christianity are no doubt taught, the so-called
“negative” themes – the warnings of the Scripture
– are also included. False doctrines and false
teachers are sometimes -- by necessity – called by
name just as in the first century (1 Tim. 1:18-20).
Such an approach is not popular in the world today.
Therefore some dismiss a congregation like this
with the charge that they are “too conservative.”
What we are saying is that this accusation most
often comes from weak, compromising Christians
who themselves refuse to take a stand for the truth.

It is really impossible to be “too conservative.”
The moment a church violates scriptural authority
– by either failing to uphold and practice the truth,
or by binding what God has not bound – they have
become “liberal” in God’s eyes. Instead of throwing
out prejudicial ‘labels’, give the evidence that a
congregation is violating scriptural authority (Col.
3:17) and be ready to prove your allegations.
Otherwise, we suggest you keep your opinions to
yourself! Think! #

(The last two articles were copied from The Beacon, Westvue church

of Christ, Columbia, TN).

About Worship
Edward O. Bragwell, Sr.

In our more used English translations,
“worship,” in its various forms, is found over 100
times in the Old Testament and over 70 times in the
New Testament. It is used of one directing a special
act (word or deed) to express adoration to another
considered to be of higher rank or power than
himself. As such, it is an act forbidden by God
toward any being or thing in the universe but
himself. This forbids our worshiping:

1. Any of God’s creation. “Who exchanged the
truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served
the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed
forever. Amen. (Romans 1:25)

2. Any man. “As Peter was coming in, Cornelius
met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped
him. But Peter lifted him up, saying, ‘Stand up; I
myself am also a man.’” (Acts 10:25-26)

3. Angels. “Let no one cheat you of your reward,
taking delight in false humility and worship of
angels, intruding into those things which he has not
seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,”
(Colossians 2:18). “And I fell at his feet to worship
him. But he said to me, ‘See that you do not do that!
I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who
have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’”
(Revelation 19:10)

Worship Different from
Other Obedience.

Worship is a separate activity from other acts
of obedience to God. Abraham was obeying God
when he took Isaac and headed out toward the
place God told him to sacrifice, but as he neared
the mountain he told his servants, "Stay here with
the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and
worship, and we will come back to you." (Genesis
22:5) Worship was a special act he was to do
“yonder” and after which he would return. Every
act of the whole episode was an act of obedience,
but only what he did “yonder” was called worship.

Abraham’s servant said, “And I bowed my head
and worshiped the LORD” (Genesis 24:48),
showing that worship was different for other acts of
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obedience. It is said of Elkanah and Hannah as they
left Eli, “Then they rose early in the morning and
worshiped before the LORD ...” (1 Samuel 1:19).
This shows that worship was a special act they
directed to the Lord.

The conversation between Jesus and the
Samaritan woman also shows that “worship” is
used as activity other than all life: "Our fathers
worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that
in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to
worship." Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me,
the hour is coming when you will neither on this
mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father.
"You worship what you do not know; we know what
we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. "But the
hour is coming, and now is, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and
truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship
Him. "God is Spirit, and those who worship Him
must worship in spirit and truth." (John 4:20-24)

 Worship, Service, and
Obey Are Not Synonyms

All worship is service and obedience, but not all
obedience or service is worship. “Worship” and
“serve” are used as separate acts in many passages:
"And take heed, lest you lift your eyes to heaven,
and when you see the sun, the moon, and the stars,
all the host of heaven, you feel driven to worship
them and serve them, which the LORD your God
has given to all the peoples under the whole heaven
as a heritage. (Deuteronomy 4:19) "Then it shall be,
if you by any means forget the LORD your God, and
follow other gods, and serve them and worship
them, I testify against you this day that you shall
surely perish. (Deuteronomy 8:19) "Take heed to
yourselves, lest your heart be deceived, and you
turn aside and serve other gods and worship
them, (Deuteronomy 11:16) "But if your heart turns
away so that you do not hear, and are drawn away,
and worship other gods and serve them,
(Deuteronomy 30:17) "But if you or your sons at all
turn from following Me, and do not keep My
commandments and My statutes which I have set
before you, but go and serve other gods AND
worship them, (1 Kings 9:6) "But if you turn away
and forsake My statutes and My commandments
which I have set before you, and go and serve other

gods, and worship them, (2 Chronicles 7:19) 'This
evil people, who refuse to hear My words, who
follow the dictates of their hearts, and walk after
other gods to serve them AND worship them,
shall be just like this sash which is profitable for
nothing. (Jeremiah 13:10)

'Do not go after other gods to serve them and
worship them, and do not provoke Me to anger
with the works of your hands; and I will not harm
you.' (Jeremiah 25:6)

Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying, "Blessed be the
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, who
sent His Angel and delivered His servants who
trusted in Him, and they have frustrated the king's
word, and yielded their bodies, that they should not
serve nor worship any god except their own God!
(Daniel 3:28) Then Jesus said to him, "Away with
you, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship
the LORD your God, and Him only you shall
serve.'" (Matthew 4:10) And Jesus answered and
said to him, "Get behind Me, Satan! For it is
written, 'You shall worship the LORD your God,
and Him only you shall serve.'" (Luke 4:8)

Children should obey parents, wives should
obey husbands, citizens should obey governments,
servants (employees) should serve masters
(employers) as service to God – but must not
worship anyone but God.

The Absurdity of “All Life Is Worship”
 The act of presenting the body to God as act of

(service/worship) is a far cry from saying every act
of the body in service to God is an act of worship.
The results of this error is to equate all acts of
service of a faithful Christian with worship – thus
minimizing the priority of public worship. So, if I
want to volunteer at a soup kitchen on Sunday
rather than attend “worship” then that is ok.
Helping the needy is indeed an act of service to both
God and the needy and by this theory an act of
worship that is at least equivalent to that done in
the assembly of the saints. So, he is worshiping God
just as much at those at the assembly. It is just that
each has chosen a different act of worship on this
day. If one prefers to go to the mall and hand out
tracts at the time the church assembles, then that is
ok. After all, handing out tracts is a great act of
service to God. He is worshiping just as much as
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those who are worshiping in the assembly. So, the
church has no right to question one who forsakes
the assembling to do any act that he considers
doing God service. Not to be crude, but to impress
us with the absurdity of this kind of thinking, a
couple could stay home, after a busy week at work,
and obey 1 Corinthians 7:3, which is unquestionably
a command of God. They would be just as pleasing
to God as those assembled for worship because,
after all, “all life is worship.” I don’t know how
much help I can be to one who cannot see the
absurdity of that. #

The Christian and Human Institutions
Mark W. Gibson

Human institutions are all around us, and for
good reason – we need them. We need schools,

hospitals, banks, libraries, restaurants, gas stations,

supermarkets, etc. These are human institutions because

they are founded, operated, and overseen by men. This is

different than the institutions of marriage and the church,

which are divine institutions founded and overseen by

God.
As human beings in this physical world, we use

various human institutions for various reasons, and
this is proper, as long as the institution does not
involve one in sin (such as a strip club, casino,
nightclub, etc.). We may pay for necessary services
from, donate our time and/or money to, or work in
such institutions. While all this is true, there are
two cautions for Christians that need to be
remembered.

First, we must be careful not to tie the church to
any human institution that would compromise the
authorized divinely-revealed work that God gave
the church to do. On the one hand, the church may
pay for services from human institutions to provide
a place for worship (rent, bank loan, electric
company, insurance), spread the gospel message
(printing service, newspaper column), or provide
benevolent help to needy saints (food, doctor bill,
etc.). On the other hand, the church has no
authority to build and maintain a hospital,
restaurant, college, or sports arena. As individuals
we can own and donate to these things, but the

church is not to own or support human institutions.
It is without divine authority.

Secondly, while individual Christians can be
involved in establishing and maintaining a
publishing company, religious journal, or college,
these institutions are human, not divine. A college
geared toward a Christian” atmosphere and faculty
is still not the church. But those involved will often
defend it from criticism at all costs. Religious
colleges and papers can support error and those
who teach error. If I am employed or an alumni of
a college, or write for a paper, will I defend “my”
institution from criticism instead of defending the
truth? Personally, I prefer to keep my distance from
such ties, lest I forget my true allegiance. Think on
these things! #

The Question Is Not  ...

! The question is not, how God could have
made the world, but how did He make it?

! The question is not, is God’s love universal,
but is His salvation universal?

! The question is not, how God could save us,
but how does He save us?

! The question is not, could God have saved
man without preaching, but does He save
man without preaching?

! The question is not, could God have saved
man without baptism, but does He save
man without baptism?

! The question is not, does Christ teach
Christians to love all people, but does He
teach them to fellowship all people?

! The question is not, does God still have the
power to do miracles today, but does He still
use that power today?

! The question is not, how things would be if
our past had been different, but how
different our future can made to be?


