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THE PREACHING

OF JOHN

John the Baptist, who broke the
four hundred years of silence left by
the prophets, was a true servant of
God. His work lasted only two years
(1. L. Hester, The Heart Of The New
Testament, p. 122), but has enjoyed a
lasting impact upon many generations.
John worked largely in the wilderness
of southern Judea and in the Jordan
valley - possibly even beyond Jordan,
in Perea (John 3:26). His task was 0
prepare the way for the Lord.

Though his years of labor were
short, his preaching has inspired
many, including this writer. It helps
me for 1 see a contrast in the kind of
work that John did and what is donc
by some today.

What We See And Hear Today

Don’t misunderstand. What 1 say
here is not to indict all or even most
prcachers or listeners. We have a good
number of men who preach like John
and churches that demand that from
their pulpits. However, that is not true
in all places. 1 am not talking about
the preaching that is done in denomi-
national pulpits or even among what
we think of as our “liberal” brethren.
I am concerned about some of the
preaching I hear from “conservative”
men.

['m bothered by preachers whose
messages are weak and say practically
nothing. We hear sermons that de-
mand nothing from the hearers. Some
preach so that they impress you with
themselves rather than God and his
word. Something is wrong when
preachers are vague or silent rather
than speaking out. We have men
among us who skirt the issue on a
number of questions, lest someone
clearly see where they stand. We hear

too much preaching that says nothing
about the church, hell or worldliness.
It is not often that we hear a man
make direct application to those to
whom he speaks.

There are listeners that like what
I have just described and would re-
quest the same. Some would tell us
that the kind of preaching that John
did won’t work today. After all, “You
can catch more flies with honey than
you can with vinegar.” A few stand
ready to call the preacher a “legalist”
or a “Pharisee” if he takes a stand on
an issue. This writer has becen criti-
cized (though I take it as a compli-
ment) because some felt like 1 was
preaching o them.

Let’s consider John's work in con-
trast.

A Warning About Extremes

As with most anything, we have a
tendency to go from one extreme to
another. While we have those who are
soft and whose message is vague and
says very litde, we also have those
who are all negative. Some have the
concept that every sermon must deal
with sin and error. If it does not, the
preacher must be a little soft. Such
preaching lecaves the people “beat
down” and discouraged if they never
hear words of exhortation and encour-
agement (2 Tim. 4:2; Heb. 10:24; Heb.
6:9; Heb. 3:13). It has been said that if
the preacher is not stepping on your
toes every Sunday, he is not doing his
job. Friend, I don’t believe it Are
there not subjects that must be
preached that will not be stepping on
toes? Shall we not preach on the na-
ture of God, evidence of the resurrec-
tion or the qualifications of elders?

The truth is that those with this
extreme thinking and practice are just
as responsible for breeding the “all
positive” atmosphere among us as
anyone else. How?, you ask. By an
imbalance and overkill. People who
listen to a rebuke or reproof every
Sunday quickly tire of that and begin
looking for something more “posi-
tive.”

The key will be in maintaining a
balance. If the whole counsel of God
is preached, that will not be hard (Acts
20:27).

John’s Work As A Preacher

1. John rebuked. “Then said he to
the multitude that came forth to be
baptized of him, O generation of vi-
pers, who hath warned you to flee
from the wrath to come?” (Luke 3:7).
John was not haughty or arrogant. Ile
was just blunt. His rebuke was clear. It
left no doubt. Does that sound 10 you
like John was trying to catch more
flics with honey than he was with
vinegar?

John was dealing with the Phari-
secs and Sadducees who were decceit-
ful and wicked. They needed a stern
rebuke. 1 do not think that we are o
conclude that every word that John
uttered was once of rebuke or reproof.
However, when it was nceded, John
did it. Yes, there is a time to be very
carcful, to use tack and kid gloves.
And yet, there is also a time to rcbuke
them sharply (Tit. 1: 13) . Precaching that
imitates John’s will reprove and re-
buke as well as exhort (2 Tim. 4:2).
The fact that there are people in the
world in sin and in error as well as
some of our brethren who participate
in the same, demands preaching that
will rebuke.

2. John was firm. e was not a
reed shaken first one way and then
another by the opinions of men (Luke
7:24). John did not wait to see which
way the wind would blow before he
would stand. He was firm, even if he
stood alone. There were times he did.
John gave no uncertain sounds. His
message was clear. His audience never
wondered where he stood. 1 look
around at some of my own brethren



