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HUMANISM
A Religion

By Edward 0. Bragwell, Jr.

e S a preacher of the
W& gospel, | have always
% tried to avold refer-
ences to political Issues
in my preaching. In most cases
| think that preachers should
avoid trying to make political
statements. After all, our main
concern is to be for the spiri—
| tual welfare of others rather
than being too concerned with
the social, economic, or political
affairs of the world. | am a
strong believer Iin this. | also
try to avoid too much involve-
ment In these areas in my writ-—
ing. But | think that something
has occurred which merits com-
ment, because it does in a way
strike at our spiritual weli-being.
So please bear with me.

An interesting thing has hap-
pened here in the state of Ala-
bama, the ramifications of which
affect the whole country. A
federal judge in Mobile has
handed down what | think to be
a very needed ruling. U.S Dis-
trict Judge William Brevard Hand
handed down a ruling on March
4, the results of which was that
36 schoolbooks must be re-
moved from Alabama public
schools because they advance
the religion of ‘secular human-
ism’ in violation of the U.S. Con-
stitution.” (The Anniston Star,
March 5§, 1987, p. 1A) This was
the lead story in aimost every
newspaper in the state and on
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almost every local TV and radio
newscast. Most of the national
news outlets also quickly picked
up on the story and it is easy
to see why. This was a major
blow to the humanists who want
free access to the schools to
preach their religion while they
continue their fight to subvert
other values being taught to
our children. Of course the
ACLU and other groups such as
the People for the American Way
have already vowed to appeal

this ruling.
This ruling and the publicity
that surrounds it ought to

cause Christians to come to
some very strong realizations.
| think that there are three ba-
sic realizations that we must
come to:

1. The realization that
secular humanism Is a reli-
g/ion. One of the significant
things about this ruling is that
here we have a federal judge
saying what many of us have
said all along. Secular humanism
Is a religion. Of course, human-
ists deny this. In response to

sacred in it.” (The Anniston
Star, March 5, 1987, p. 10A)
What we need to realize, howev-
er, is that humanism does have
something "sacred In it". It
makes man sacred and elevates
humankind as the thing to be
worshiped. Just as Satanism
promotes Satan as its god and
as idolatry promotes idols as its
gods, humanism promotes man
and humankind as its god. In
humanism man glorifies himself
and worships himself. Get a
copy of the Humanist Manifesto
(the humanist’s creed book) and
read it and see if that's not
true. Humanism, therefore, must
be dealt with as any other false
religion. We must teach and
exhort against its evils.

2. The realization that
humanism has [nvaded our
schools. This ruling would have
never been handed down and
there would not be so much
publicity surrounding it If this
were not true. The decision
was a result of a lawsuit filed
by a group of 600 parents and
teachers who had come to a
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“So, what | am saying is, don't leave the education

of your chilildren up to the world.

Teach them the

values at home that will help them withstand
whatever outside threat they might encounter,

even humanism.

You can win the battle for your

child’'s mind If you are willing to put forth the
effort.”

the judge’'s ruling Delos McKown,
a humanist counselor at Auburn
University and a member of the
American Humanist Association
board is quoted as saying, “"No
matter what he (Hand) says, no
matter how he traces it back...
secular humanism is not a reli-
gion because it has nothing

SEPTEMBER 1988

realization of this fact. They
had seen the humanist doctrines
taught in some of the textbooks
that were used in the state of
Alabama and asked that these
books be removed from the
schools. Let me quote
something from one of the home
economics textbooks that was




