


and heartaches; but
outweigh the problems”.

Notice also that this verse says “do the
WORK of an evangelist”. Believe it or not,
for the evangelist to do his job properly
(and we are assuming In this article that
the evangelist is trying his best to do his
work properiy), It takes a lfot of hard
work. Although | am a young evangelist
and have not yet experienced many prob-
lem that older preachers have experienced,
I think | can honestly say that it is not
Just a two-day per week (Sunday and
Wednesday) Job. It is truly a FULL-TIME
Job. Consider all the responsibilities given
in the above passages. To faithfully meet
these responsibilities, it takes many hours
of studying and learning God’'s word to be
able to teach God's truth effectively or
refute false doctrines that men concoct.
Also, although many brethren may not
realize this, there are many hours of study
and preparation that go into sermons for
worship services of the church. | can
attest to that fact. | know another young
evangelist who told me once that he had
worked on ONE SERMON for 18 HOURS!
True enough, the subject under considera-
tion in that sermon was one that needed
serious and deep study to be handied cor-
rectly. But all the congregation saw was
the final product of that labor, presented
in Its simple, logical, and polished form.
Brethren may have thought, “Hey, that was
so easy to understand, it couldn't have
taken Bro. too long to put that
sermon together.” Unfortunately, the bre-
thren didn‘t consider that the preacher
had to wade through aill the Information
he had, study and meditate on it for
hours, and finally arrange it logically to
insure that his sermon was simple enough
to understand and apply. A close friend of
mine jokingly said to me one day, "Aw,
you don’'t work, you just preach.” It was
taken as a joke because | know him well
and we “cut up” a lot when we are toget-
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her. However, this is too often the at-
titude of local members toward the local
preacher. Many complain that he isn’t

doing this or that, instead of taking the
time to see what he may be doing. Bro-
thers and sisters in Christ, before any of
us ever complains about anything, let us
remember to do two things: 1) make sure
that our complaint is legitimate and not

Just something we dreamed up, and 2)
make sure that we are doing all we can
to solve the problem instead of being a
part of the probiem.

Not only does the local evangelist
have the responsibility of teaching, whe-
ther it be In Bible classes or through the
sermons he preaches, he also has the
responsibilities that any other Christian
has. He has the responsibilities to his
family (Eph. 5:22-23; 6:4; 1 Tim. 5:8), to
bear the burdens of the weak (Rom. 15:1;
Gal. 6:1-5), to care for orphans and wi-
dows (James 1:27), to teach the gospel to
those who are lost (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark
16.16~-16), to pray (1 Tim. 2:1-4), to wor-
ship acceptably (John 4:23-24), and the
list couid go on and one. The point | am
making, brethren, Is this: the local
preacher is a Christian just like every
other member of the local congregation.
He Is a specilalist ONLY In his respon-
sibility to study God’'s word and teach it
to the best of his ability. Other than that
he has the responsibilities of any other
Christian. Sadly, many have attempted to
put responsibilities on the evangelist that
are not exclusively his. For instance, he
is not the replacement for oversight in
the absence of qualified elders (the "pas-
tor” according to our religious neighbors),
he is not the public relations specialist
when it comes to doing the personal work
that ail Christians have the responsibility
of doing, and neither is he the profes-
sional hospital visitor when someone is ill
because all Christians have that obliga-
tion, too.

We must realize that an evangelist has
specific responsibilities because he has
devoted his life to studying and teaching
God’'s word (2 Tim. 4:2). He also works
hard to fulfill his responsibilities. As
Christians, we all have responsibilities
that we must complete if we are going to
make It to heaven. Remember these thing
so that we can work together to streng-
then the Lord’'s church rather than des-
troy it from within.

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Brother Boone has
worked with us for the past two summer
doing the work of an evangelist. Beginn-
ing February 1, he and Becky will be
worshipping and working with the con-
gregation at Sugar Creek, in Blount
County. We wish them well.)
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