


Preachers FrFrom

a gospel preacher to forge.
he has it. No academic degree
necessarily reflects Christ-
ian character. No theological
degree necessarily reflects a
preacher's knowledge of the
Word of God, his ability to
preach the gospel, or his
soundness in the faith. No
degree can add one cubit to
any man's spiritual stature
or his moral worth. When any
man uses hils degree to
impress the brethren with his
spiritual attainments, either
he is 1gnorant, they are
ignorant, both are ignorant,
or else both simply do care
about what God's Word
teaches on spirituality. We
fear that in some instances
the latter is the case.
Some years ago I was asked
by an elder in a large church
in a Southern city to recom-
mend a preacher to work with
the church where he was an
elder. Before I could ask any
question he 1mmediately
impressed me with this point:
They just had to obtain a man
with not less than a M. A
degree. He sai1d nothing about
what kind of 1ife the
preacher led of whether
he was sound in the faith,
but he must have a Master's
Dearee. He explained that 1t
was a college town and many
of the people who would hear
the preacher would be college
perscnnel including many of
the highly educated profess-
or=s. The brother was obsessed
with the idea of a preacher
possessing a degree. Appa-
rently he felt that the
degree would 1immediately
convert the whole college Lo
Chraist. 1T merely relate this
incident to suggest a state
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of mind tha. prevails in some
quarters.

Attainment 1in certain
vocations and professions 1s
conditioned upon academic
achlevement as this achieve-
ment 1s reflected in his
academic degrees and honors.
Mediclne, law, engineering,
and other professicnal and
technical fields have certain
standards which must be met
for the aspirant to be
recognized and get ahead in
them. The church of Jesus
Christ, however, 1s not
one of these professional and
technical fields, and the
sooner preachers, elders, and
brethren generally learn this
lesson the better it will be
for the kingdom of God.

The power of God to save
the souls of men has be
deposited in the gospel (Rom.
1:16). Regardless «f the
methods and mannersemployed
no power wWill save the sinner
except the gcspel. Ine may be
well wversed :n all the
academic learning and wisaom
of men thiswcrld affords and
yet be a faiiure .n =he
kingdom of God if he {aiis o
deliver that which the
has commissicned h:o disc:i-
ples to preacher.

Thelanguageof inspiranion
on this point 12 appropriates
"And I, brethren, when I came
to you, came not with
excellency of szpeech osr ot
wisdom, declaring unt. you
the testimony of God. For 1
determined not to
anything among you. save
Jesus Christ, and him
crucified” 14 Cor 2:1,2?
"But God forbid that I should
glory, save i1n the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, by

Lora

Know

whom the world is crucified
unto me, and I unto the
world" (Gal. 6:14). "For
after than in the wisdom of
God the world by wisdom knew
not God, it pleased God by
the foolishness of preaching
to save them that believe" (1
Cor. 1:21).
[Editor's Note: Brother
Cope will be with us in a
meeting June 9-15. This
good and timely article
from him needs serious
consideration by brethren
everywhere.]

Conscientious
Scruples

It was one of those
so-called "modern" churches
wi1th recreation center,
gymnasium, television lounge,
xi1tchen, banquet hall, and
an inexhaustitle program of
nicnics., skating parties,
D1ng pong, bowling and ball

James. The week-day atten-
Jdance was 1ip, but Sunday
attendan~e was sagging. I
seemg t“hat many had con-

sclent:ous scruples against
Joing o Dlaces of amusement
sn the Lord's Day!
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Tia Rese Hill bulletin
Columbus, Ga

Recent
Deaths

Tw: o “he wsaints here at

fqlvendale hae passed away
recentyy

Si1s. Willie Kyle

Bro. Donald Earnest
Tur aympathy goes out to
“heir families
AEEN
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