


Relatives ...

and the truth in them is absolutely true
for all time. (2 Tim. 3:16,17; 2 Pet.
1:16-21). That truth neither depends upon nor
does it change with the individual, time, and
circumstance. Any adjustments must be made to
fit the scriptures and not the scriptures fit
the circumstances. While I have known few who
would admit that they have altered their view
of truth to fit circumstance, 1 am just as
confident that the evidence is overwhelming
that they have indeed done so. There is that
ever present danger with all of us. We cannot
allow the fact that some brethren have
dogmatically affirmed positions that were not
so and caused trouble over them to keep us
from confidently affirming what we believe
the Bible teaches on any subject; and refuse
to modify it to fit the changing whims of
society or brethren.

It is all too easy to allow some unpleas-
antness or difficulty with applying something
that the scriptures teach, something been
held to be so by us for a long time -- to
cause us to "restudy" the matter and alter
our views. Not that we have found any new
evidence from God's revelation that causes us
to revise our thinking, but because our al-
tered view will be easier to apply in the day
to day world. Or that it answers more of the
questions that people raise about the matter,
Or that we find the consequences easier to
live with. So, if a position has difficulties
unacceptable to us, or raises questions too
difficult for us to answer, or presents pro-
blems too unpleasant for us to accept; we
reason that our view of the matter not be
right - no matter what the obvious and fair
meaning of the words used by Inspiration. It
is not that some difficult passage seems to
be in conflict with other scripture and thus
must be re-examined with the faith that truth
does not conflict with itself, but it is a
re-examination and- consequent reshaping of
views to better fit the circumstance. Bible
truth is not of that nature. There are diffi-
culties and questions associated with ap-
plying every Bible subject that I know. Peo-
ple can raise questions that 1 frankly do not
know the answers to - but I still must not

allow these difficulties and questions to
cause me to abandon what the Bible says.

For years good people have presented cases
(real and imagined) that make it difficult to
apply what the Bible teaches about baptism.
Questions about an honest and sincere boy who
is killed in battle without having opport-
unity to be baptized. Or, some beloved and
seemly godly relative that never knew about
Mark 16:16. And on and on. One may not know
the answers to all those difficulties - but
the the Bible still says, "He who believes
and is baptized will be saved", and one can
still so affirm with confidence. Dare we try
to change it to make it easier to to answer
those questions? If someone presents script-
ural evidence that the point of the passage
has been missed then one must admit his mis-
understanding and adjust his view and prac-
tice to fit the scriptures - but not to ease
the difficulty in applying it to some cases.

There are a lot of problems associated with
consistently applying what the Bible teaches
about church benevolence (saints only), whom
to fellowship, local autonomy, withdrawing
from every brother who walks disorderly, etc.
If one changes his position on any of these
things, he needs be sure that his change is
dictated by what the Bible says about them
and not by a desire to find a way to make
application less painful.

Sometimes brethren, in their sincere zeal
to win more souls and to see the church grow,
see tHat the narrowness of the "our position"
on- certain subjects is a hinderance to their
efforts; so they, just as sincerely look for
some way to interpret the scriptures so that
the basis for fellowship can be broadened to
include the nice people that they are inter-
ested in bringing into or keeping in the
fold.. It is not the purpose of these brethren
to corrupt the church, but to see it grow and
prosper. Nothing that the scriptures say has
altered the matter, but it is assumed that a
position must not have been right because it
excludes some of the nicest people in town.

Multiple marriages becomes a bigger and
bigger problem everyday. The more we study
the Bible with people the more second, third,
fourth, etc. marriages we find. People are
constantly presenting us with cases that it
would take a Solomon to unravel. The church
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