


holds.

It is possible that we may
sometimes (intentional or not)
cover up vital truth with
eneralities. In many cases,
epending upon the hearers
understanding, general words
are all that is needed. But
sometimes general terms are
Inadequate to get the job done
of convicting tolks of sin and
teaching therm the truth. All
religious people will tell you
that they are for truth and
against error. They are for
righteousness and against sin.
It is when one gets down to
specific  points of sin  and
error or specific acts of sin
or righteousness that real
test of one's loyalty to the
Lord is tested.

[ heard the story a few
years ago about some college
students on the campus of qne
of the "Christian Colleges"
that wondered where a certain

teacher stood on premillen-
nialism ~ a issue that was
troubling brethren in those

days. So, they decided to go
into his office and come right
out and ask him where he
stood. So, they did. Without
hesitation, he told them,
"Boys, you don't have a thing
to worry about, I stand
'foursquare' on  premillen-
nialism". That was a real
relief to those young men.
They left his office In
complete confidence that this
good brother stood ‘'four-
square' - until they realized
that he had not really said
anything!

A friend of mine was
wondering out loud one day in
the presence of some other
preachers as to why he often
offended brethren when he
preached against certain
things and he noticed that
other preachers preached
against the same  things
without getting too much
flack. One of the preachers
present said, "Maybe it is
because you preach against it
like you think someone has
been up to it". Now that makes
sense. Brethren will endure
preaching on "sin", "false
doctrine”, "immodest dress

and/or behavior", '"lascivious-
ness"  without . offence ({or
change) as long you do not
tell what is sin, ‘what s
false, what is immodest, what
is lascivious. So, even good
words can utter an unceriain
sound, if they are too general
to get the job done of con
vincing people to turn frem
specific sins and believe and
obey specific truth. David had
no trouble with the principle
of the stealing from a poor
man nor did he profit by it -
until it was pointed out that
"You are the man!" It did him
little good to know the the
general principle until the
principle was specifically
applied to what he had done.
(ct. 2 Sam. 12:1-13).

The Christian should strive
to express his faith in works

that are easily understood
(Matt. 5:13-16, Jas. 2:14-18).
Our behavior before the

world and our brethren should
be such that it sends a clear
signal as to what say that we
believe about matters. (cf. 1
Cor. 8:10).

Inconsistant and hypocrit-
tcal behavior gives an
uncertain ring to our faith.
(cf. Matt. 23:1-4, 25-31).
Peter was rebuked for such
(Gal. 2:14ff). One needs to be
careful that his behavior at
all times is such that no one
will be . surprised that he
professes to be a Christian.
How can one convince another

privately that he is a
Christian, when his public
behavior is so inconsistent

with the principles taught by
Christ. We have known of
brethren who would privately
tell other brethren that they
considered some brother to be
unsound and dangerous to the

Cause - yet when that same
"unsound" and  '"dangerous"
brother (I am not talking

about some brother that we
might disagree with on some

point - but one that we see
fit to at least privaiely
iabel as meantioned) i5
publicly recognized and wused
in their services like they
were as solid as a rock. lIs
nct such sending out an

uncertain sound? _
Negligent behavior gives an
uncertain ring to our faith.

(cf. Jas. 1:24-25, 2:18). How
can  we convince others thot
our faith is really important

to us when they see us neglect
the very fundamentals of the
faith? How am [ going to
convince my neighoor that the
rord and His kingdom is the
most important thing in the.
world, when he sees me lcad up
and head for the lake about
church time on Sunday morning?
How can | convince him that 1t
is all the world to me, when
he know that | am well, hardy,
and at home during any service
watching TV? How am I going to
send a clear signal to him
that the gospel must be obeyed
by every creature in order to
be saved, if he knows that |
find time for everything else
but to talk to my neighbors
about the Lord and His church?

Merginal behavior gives our
faith an uncertian sound (cf
Rev. 3:16). There are areas
where it is admittedly not as
easy to draw the line between
right and wrong as it is in
otiher cases. We believe any
thinking and honest Christian
will have to admit this fact.
However, there is an attitude

among brethren that is
troublesome. It is what I call
"border-line"  or "marginal"

living. It is seeing how close
to the border one can live
without actually stepping over
into sin. Such can be
dangerous. I heard of a man
during the American Civil War
that lived near the border
between the north and south.
He wore a Blue coat with gray
trousers. The result  the
rebels shot him in the coat
and the yanks shot him in the

pants.
Let us behave so that no
honest, informed,  thinking

person will have any reason to
doubt where we stand on any
religious issue: whether it be
congregational  independence,
air length on men and women,
rnodesty of dress, or whatever.
iven when we are forced to
admit that we may not know the
exact point where one crosses
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