


MARRIAGES THAT FAIL

It is an indisputable fact that an
alarming number of marriages are
failing. Every divorce is a testi—
mony to lack of success. Many
marriages fail that remain legally
in tact. Separations may occur be—
cause of disagreements even when
there is no divorce. The fact that a
husband and wife continue living
under the same roof is no proof of
real togetherness. A couple mayre—
main in the same house only to fight,
quarrel, and make life miserable for
themselves and others around them.

Some marital problems would
puzzel one with the greatest of wis—
dom, but the major causes of failure
are not so complex.

1. A marriage may fail because it
is viewed as a purely human ar—
rangement. We must remember that
it was God who ordained the hus—
band—wife
laws to regulate it. Matrimony or—
iginated in the divine decree of

Genesis 1:27,28: ‘‘So God created
man in his own image, in the image
of God created he him; male and
female created he them. And God
blessed them, and God said unto
them be fruitful and multiply, and
replenish the earth, and subdue it.’’
Read also Genesis 2:18-24. 1t is
God Who joins partners in marriage.
(Matt. 19:3-9). Gospel preachers
stress these facts in marriage cere—
monies.

If we may judge their convictions
by their attitudes and actions many
people must fell that God has no
control or voice in marriage. Some
men and women mate without marri—
age, living much like animals. They
are led by physical drives, switch—
in partners at will having no high —
er purpose than gratifying ecarnal
passions. Others are careful to
comply with the laws of the state,
but they recognize no higher laws.
All who leave God out of the picture
by ignoring His laws for marriage
could not be expected to attain real
success in that relationship. To
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view the husband—
wife connection as
purely human in
every sense is to
act as if marriage
is only a human
arrangement,there—
fore to conclude
that we may do
whatever we
please and it is
none of God’s
business!

A marriage
may fail because
it is not consid—
ered as a lifetime
contract. Natur—
ally, people who
leave God out
would be expected
to regard marriage
lightly. But some
who claim to be—
lieve the Bible do not take marriage
seriously. No doubt ignorance plays
a role in this, Jesus said, ‘‘Have ye
not read, that he which made them at
the beginning made them male and
female, And said, For this cause
shall a man leave Tather and mother
and shall cleave to his wife and
they "twain “shall be one flesh?”
(Matt. 19:5) Many have not read.
They claim to believe the Bible but
are unfamiliar with what it teaches
about the permanence of marriage.

People must be taught that God
does not approve everything that the
state approves. God designed mar—
riage as a lifetime agreement., To
overcome the looseness of attitude
that manifests itself strong teaching
is needed on such passages as
Romans 7:1-3 and Matthew 19:9.
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3. Some marriages fail because .
" the partners have no common spirit—

ual bond. Marriages with the heath—
en were highly detrimental to the
Israelites long ago. When Ezra
learned of such marriages among the
Jews, he plucked off the hair of his
head and- his beard, and sat down in

astonishment.

Ezra intreated the
people. to put away their ‘‘strange
wives'' and ‘‘such as are born of
them.”” The birth of children by
heathen women did not make the
marriages any less abominable.
(Ezra 9 and 10.) In Nehemiah's time
the same situation prevailed. The
Jews had married women of Ashdod,
Ammon, and Moab. The children
spoke half in the speech of Ashdod.
It was a terrible evil. Nehemiah
reasoned, ‘‘Did not Solomon king of
Israel sin by these things?. . .even
him did outlandish women cause to
sin.’” (Neh. 13:23-27.)

Today, the laws that governed
ancient Israel are not in force, but
serious problems can arise when
one parent is trying to be loyal to
Christ and the other is not. It is
difficult enough to overcome ob-—
stacles when both husband and wife
are endeavoring to follow the Script—
ures; a Christian who marries out of
the faith creates a built—in potential
for failure.

4. A marriage may fail because
true love is lacking. If a couple
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